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Special features 


VIETNAM: THREE-WAY: SQUEEZE 
FOR THE U.S. 


\ 
By Arturo Calvo of Prensa Latina 


The U.S. - Government's failure to achieve in Paris, 

in the Your-way Conference, what it has:not been 

able to achieve on the battlefields of South Vietnan, 
even with the terror bombings in North Vietnam to keep 
her from giving aid to her brothers in the South, is 
most clearly manifested by the following three facts: 


1) ‘The insecurity shown by the U.S. delegatior's 
behavior in Paris, a proof of Washington's 
strategic and tactical failure on the 
diplomatic front; 


2) The instability of the Saigon regime, torn by 
factional antagonisms and lacking totally a 


popular base; 


3) The breakdown of the U.S. internal front, 
assaulted by the most serious crisis of 
dissension recorded in U.S. history. 


A brief look at the course of the conversations, at 
frist, bilateral, and later four-way, with the in_ 
corporation of the South Vietnam Front of National 
Liberation and the Saigon puppet regime, confirms 
this aa he 


With the conversations begun on the basis of a 

partial cease of bombings in the North, the U.S. was 

on the track of a "compromise" on Hanoi's part to 

secure the total suspension of the attacks. But no 
compromise was forthcoming but rather new and more 
vigorous offensives. Washington, nonetheless, found 
herself forced to totally and unconditionally suspend the 
attacks on the North and also to admit the participation 
of the Front in Paris. 


The "Nixon formula" for the withdrawal of U.S. 

troops, given at the stage of the four-way conversations, 
was based on three points: progress in the Conference, 
raising the capacity of the Saigon forces to carry the 
weight of the war and/c~‘decrease in the patriotic | 


forces' intensiveness of action. 


None of the three has been met; but Nixon has been 
cbiiged to announce troop withdrawals, even though 


in a token manner 


As for the Saigon regime . the fourteenth junta set 
up since the deposition and assassination of Ngo 
Dinh Diem has sunk from what once was an unstable 


equilibrium into a permanent disequilibrium. 


The alliance of six "parties" supposedly 

constituting the political base of General Nguyen Van 
Thieu is in dissolution and the outlook is one of 
scattering of the factions and an anxious waiting to 


see what is going to happen. 


On the U.S. domestic front, we have the curious case 
of Secretary of State William P. Rogers announcing a 
new strategy of "protective reaction", and ordering 
U.S. troops in Vietnam to fire only when they are 
attacked, whereas the second in command of U.S. troops 
in Vietnam, General Frank Mildren, declares to the 
press that "he doesn't understand what that phrase 
means", when asked about the "protective reaction" 


strategy announced by Rogers. 


In the meantime, the people of the U.S., ina 
response unprecedented in their history, take to the 
streets of U.S. cittes to demand that the 
expeditionary army in Vietnam be brought back and 


the war be ended. 


And so the U.S. Government is caught in a three-way 
squeeze, one leaving them a sole solution, namely, 

the end of the U.S. aggressive war against Vietnam and 

the recognition of the full sovereignty and independence 
of the Vietnamese people, both in the North and the South. 
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APRICA: THE REVOLUTION OF 
ri LOR: OF Ie ees 


By Domingo del Pino of Prensa Latina 


Three progressive coup d‘'etats, @ minister assassinated, 
four frustrated plots, a civil war underway, student 
rebellion in six countries, and the visit of the Pope, 
are in brief the most outstanding events of 1969 in 
Africa. | 


Weighing them up, these events, in their entirety, are 
° the first signs cf anxious recuperation in the African 
continent. With slow, but sure steps, Africa is starting d 
along the path of its total liberation. | od 


While that takes place, between Cap Blanc (in Tunis) and 
Cape of Good Hope, from apartheid to socialism, from 
colonial domination to revolutionary armed struggle, in 
Africa there is a wide range of social systems, economic 
tendencies and heterogeneous political options. 


The former colonial powers and the recently-arrived 

--speaking with historic perspective-- United States, : 
Jape:n, Israel, Taiwan, are simultanegusly descending | 
on Africa with great urgency to control the petroleun, : | 
uranium, copper, gold, diamonds and rare metals, which : 
it possesses in lavish abundance | 


RA? 1s wf and VG ee Ge en oa a Fr a-O: 2 


Surr uv led by Portuguese colonies and a constellation 
of satellite states, South African racism tries to put : 
on a new face to obtain the needed economic collaboration | 
3 with other African states. 


Almost ignoring the numerous condemnations by the UN, 


eee 


faced with a blockade, at times weak, at times nonexistent, 
which other countries carrying out international 
resolutions impose on it, South African Industry ; 
stimulated by large U.S. investments, has begun to conquer 
markets on the Continent. | 


G=2 ; 


That rapprochement with other countries of Black 

Africa, which considering the prevailing circumstances 

in South Africa, is understood to be extremely compulsive 
for the former, runs parallel to the making of military 
alliances and pacts. The South African armed forces, 
which have the highest budget in all Africa, carry out 
joint operations with the Portuguese colonialist troops 
equipped by NATO, in an attempt to detain the inevitable | 
liberation of peoples under their rule. 


For that purpose, South Africa, which at the same time 

is trying to penetrate Latin American markets, has made 
secret military pacts with some Latin American governments 
with the object of forming a South Atlantic "Holy 
Alliance", which would become the equivalent of NATO in 
this area of the globe. 


Brandishing the argument of the growing number of Soviet 
ships in the area, in reality what both are attempting 
is to bring their ties closer together to combat the 
liberation upsurge of the African and Latin American 
peoples. 


AS © 6 a n> ae ae Ma 


But in Africa, the popular armed struggle of Guinea- 
Bissau, Cape Verde, Angola, Mozambique, Namibia (South- 
west Africa), Eritrea, Chad, and South Africa itself, 
continues reaping successes in its fight against 


opressors. 


In the territories under Portuguese colonial domination, 
patriots of the PAIGC, the MPLA and the FRELIMO, occupy 

a large part of their lands, after having liberated them 
from the Portuguese, who in many cases, such as in Guinea- 
Bissau, are obliged to live confined to their garrisons. 
Meanwhile, these organizations try to combine the 

necessity of carrying the war 6fward to final.victory, 

with the creation of a rudimentary administrative, economic 
and social infrastructure, basis of the future states which 


are visualized. 
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news of the week — 


By Leonardo Garcia of Prensa Latina 


Havana, (PL).-—- Some one hundred thousand members of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces will participate in the present 
Sugar harvest, in the course of which Cuba proposes to 
produce ten million tons of sugar, announced Prime Minister 
Major Fidel Castro. 


The Cuban top leader spoke to a large group of officers and 
soldiers on the occasion of their going to take part in the 
present sugar harvest. 


"The FAR (Revolutionary Armed Forces) constitutes a decisive 
factor in this harvest", he added. 


He stated that although this is an almost total mobilization, 
forces will remain available in case of any attempt at 
aggression, and that; even more important, a mobilization of 
all the people and the armed forces together can be made in 
the face of a large-scale aggression. 


If our enemies carry on infiltrations during the harvest, he 
added, we can asstre them beforehand that not a single one - 
will come out of it alive, since those who do not die in 

combat will fall before the firing squad. 


Fidel Castro said that in addition to the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, the members of the Ministry of the Interior 
will also participate in the sugar harvest insofar as they- 
are able. : 

He remarked that the participation of the Armed Forces and 
the Ministry of the Interior in the present harvest has 
revolutionary, economic and political: implications. 


"Our economy is where the enemy has tried to hit us and 
crush us, and it is therefore a front of great importance 
for the Revolution", said the First pene tery of the 
Communist Party of Cuba. 


Fidel added that the size of Cuba' s Revolutionary Armed 
Forces is respectable when one considers the country's 


A land area, but that this is owing to the fact that Cuba 
is located ninety miles away from imperialism and at a 
| great distance from the Socialist countries. 


"This forces us to have a powerful army", said Fidel. 


That rapprochement with other countries of Black 

Africa, which considering the prevailing circumstances 

in South Africa, is understood to be extremely compulsive 
for the former, runs parallel to the making of military 
alliances and pacts. The South African armed forces, 
which have the highest budget in all Africa, carry out 
joint operations with the Portuguese colonialist troops 
equipped by NATO, in an attempt to detain the inevitable 
liberation of peoples under their rule. 


For that purpose, South Africa, which at the same time 

is trying to penetrate Latin American markets, has made 
secret military pacts with some Latin American governments 
with the object of forming a South Atlantic "Holy 
Alliance", which’ would become the equivalent of NATO in 
this area of the globe. 


Brandishing the argument of the growing number of Soviet 
ships in the area, in reality what both are attempting 
is to bring their ties closer together to combat the 
liberation upsurge of the African and Latin American 
peoples. | 


Armed struggle 


But in Africa, the popular armed struggle of Guinea- 
Bissau, Cape Verde, Angola, Mozambique, Namibia (South- 
west Africa), Eritrea, Chad, and South Africa itself, 
continues reaping successes in its fight against 


opressors. 


In the territories under Portuguese colonial domination, 
patriots of the PAIGC, the MPLA and the FRELIMO, occupy 

a large part of their lands, after having liberated them 
from the Portuguese, who in many cases, such as in Guinee- 
Bissau, are obliged to live confined to their garrisons. 
Weanwhile, these organizations try to combine the 

necessity of carrying the war 6%ward to stint ikea 
with the creation of a rudimentary administrative, economic 


and social infrastructure, basis of the future states which — 


are visualized. 
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: news of the week 


By Leonardo Garcia of Prensa Latina 


Havana, (PL).- Some one hundred thousand members of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces will participate in the present 
sugar harvest, in the course of which Cuba proposes to 
produce ten million tons of sugar, announced Prime Minister 
Major Fidel Castro. 


The Cuban top leader spoke to a large group of officers and 
soldiers on the occasion of their going to take part in the 
present sugar harvest. 


"The FAR (Revolutionary Armed Forces) constitutes a decisive 
factor in this harvest", he added. 


He stated that although this is an almost total mobilization, 
forces will remain available in -case of any attempt at 
aggression, and that; even more important, a mobilization of 
all the people and the armed forces together can be made in 
the face of a large-scale aggression, 


If our enemies carry on infiltrations during the harvest, he 
added. we can asstre them beforehand that not a single one 
will come out of it alive, since those who do not die in 
combat will fall before the firing squad. 


Fidel Castro said that in addition to the Revolutionary 
Armed Forees, the members of the Ministry of the Interior 
will also participate in the sugar Harvest insofar as they: 
are able. 


He remarked that the participation of the Armed Forces and 
the Ministry of the Interior in the present harvest has 
revolutionary, economic and political: implications. 


"Our economy is where the enemy has tried to hit us and 
crush us, and it is therefore a front of great importance 
for the Revolution", said the First a of the 
Communist Party of Cuba. 


Fidel added that the size of Cuba's Revolutionary Armed 
Forces is respectable when one considers the country's. 
land area, but that this is owing to the fact that Cuba 
is located ninety miles away from imperialism and at a 
great distance from the Socialist countries. 


"This forces us to have a powerful army", said Fidel. 


baal 


Turning to Peru, the Cuban Prime Minister said that the 
armed forces of that country are playing a revolutionary 


role. The development of the political process in that 


country, a new and important phenomenon, should be 
observed with serious interest. 


It is a: satisfaction --he added, to be able to mention 
a few exceptions in Latin America, where the armed forces y 
have been the instrument of imperialism to maintain its : 
privileges and hegemony. : 


Because of their struggle against colonialism and 
imperialism the underdeveloped countries have to pay 
special attention to their military defense and must have 
strong armies, said Fidel. 


"As long as imperialism exists --added the Cuban Prime 
Minister-- there will have to be armed forces in the 
revolutionary countries". | 


He stressed that Cuba is an example of the participation 
of the armed forces in the tasks of development. 


Fidel referred to the aim of mechanizing cane cutting 
in the next few years. | “ae 


Pidel added that to this end there is a plan to 
incorporate the use of 1000 Henderson type combines in 


every harvest. 


This means --he said-- that the country will have to import 
1000 bulldozers every year. © 


He then mentioned the important agricultural successes of 
recent times and asserted that from now on the country 
will enter the phase of real industrial development. 


Referring once again to the present sugar harvest of 
ten million tons, Fidel said that millions of people all 
over the world are watching it. 


Fidel said that South Vietnamese fighters will come to 
cut cane and that a large group of Soviet diplomats and 
technicians had already cut cane. 


Hundreds of young people from the United States and 
Europe want to come to cut cane, he added. 


He said that the participation of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces in the present sugar harvest is going to. 
be more painful to the imperialists tham the Playa 
Girén defeat. | 
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ee oe answer sg enuaregeed Cuban 
-ntertereneese 1. 2 exile ee: % 2-6 np. 6 


Havana (PL).- A "propaganda injection" was Radio 
Havana Cuba's label for the story of Cuban 
~~ counterrevolutionaries to the effect that this country 


plans to sabotage the election of a "leadership in exile". 


a + “Ho? simple fact of the matter is that there are just too 
many honefuls for the fantasmagoric posts, which means that 
the far-e always ends up in group clashes and greater 
division, added RHC. ; ~ 


"We are not to blame for the repeated failures of such 
hNMuneuvers, but the characteristics of the counterrevolution, "' 
continued the Cuban station. ~ = 


RHC went on to point out that in the past in Cuba, those 
Same counterrevolutionary elements fought among themselves 
to occupy government posts in order to be able to plunder 
public funds and enjoy privileges. 


"Wild animals always fight among themselves for the prey", 
7 2 added RHC. 


The rommentator also referred to recent anti-Cuban 
. declarations of counterrevolutionary chieftain Enrique 
Yuertas. . 


"The patients in this country had a lucky day when Enrique 
lvertas left Cuba, because if he used the same methods to 
Jilagnose illnesses as he does to predict Cuba's future, 
the ailing that have the misfortune to fall into his hands 
ar3 in a bad way", said RHC. 


"t indicated that the Cutan counterrevolutionaries take 
JVitferent paths: some announce landings and aggressions, 
“thers play at elections and the rest hire out cheap to 
rhe CTA ; 


“‘nally the commentator warned: ."But our weapons are 
rendy at hand. Those who try something will not get a 
chance to tell about it", 


© 


he b lazed 


By Abel Sardifia of Prensa Latina - 


Havana (PL).- "Wherever death may surprise us,it will 
be welcome, always provided that this, our battle cry has 
come to receptive ears and that other hands are stretched 
out to take up our arms and other men are prompt to intone 
our funeral dirge with the stacatto of machinegun fire and 
new cries of war and victory". 


CHE (Message to the Tricontinental) 


Death, inseparable companion of those who struggle, rifle 
at the ready, for the liberation of their people, surprised 
Brazilian revolutionary leader Carlos Marighella on the 
streets of Sao Paulo last week. 


Thus the Brazilian --and continental-- revolutionary 
movement lost one of its most clear-sighted, consecrated 
and resolute leaders. There :fell a man who dedicated 

forty years of his life to the struggle for the needy of 
his country, one who was always on the side of just causes. 


Born in the city of Salvador, state capital of Bahia, on 
December 5, 1911, Marighella began his revolutionary career 
at the age of eighteen when, a first year student at the 
Salvador Polytechnical School, he became a Communist 
@ilitant, status he retained until the end of his life. 


His spirited fight against the regime later made him the 
"Public Enemy No 1" of the makers of the military coup. 


His position was very clear and definite, "The way out 
for Brazil --and our present experience is teaching us 
this-- can only be armed struggle, the path of revolution, 
the preparation of the armed insurrection of the people, 
with all the resultant consequences and implications". 


This criterion was. ratified in his "Letters to Havana", 
made known in the Latin American Solidarity Organization 
(OLAS) conference in 1967. . 


From then on his line of conduct did not vary. From 
underground he began to“lead the struggle against the 
regime 


His death. although an occasion of grief for all 
revolutionaries, was not a surprise. One is not. 
surprised to learn that a man who is the mest sought, 
since he is the most resolute in struggle, is dead. 


In the course of the past few months, revolutionary | 
actions in Brazil have shown an astonishing UpaUPEE » 
and news agencies have frequently quoted persons who 
saw Marighella right at the head of the men who were 
participating in-these actions. 


) 
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But the fall of Marighella, although certainly a harsh 
blow to the revolutionary movement, by no means signifies 
the end of the armed struggle for national and continental 
liberation. His battle cry has been taken up by the | 
genuine Brazilian revolutionaries, who are ready not only 
to take up arms but also to continue shouldering those 
which, for some time now, they have been using under their 
fallen leader's direction. 


The "National Action for Liberation", organization lead by 
Marighelila, in a message sent to Radio Havana Cuba, stated, 
"Now more than ever we affirm our complete readiness to 
carry to its end the national liberation strategy worked 
out by our comrade and chief". 


"We will make haste slowly", said Marighella. With 
perseverance, steadfastness and revolutionary resolution, 
we will carry through the urban guerrilla war, will take 
the mobile guerrilla war to the countryside, will forge 
step by step the revolutionary army of national liberation, 
which will overthrow the military dictatorship, will expel 
the Americans from the country, will eliminate the 
oligarchy which oppresses the Brazilian people and 
establish the path of socialism for the full social and 
economic development of our nation", the document added, 
thus summing up the fundamental guidelines for struggle 
worked out by the revolutionary leader. 


Today not even the Brazilian repressive forces insist that 
-the fall of Marighella means the end of the country's 
revolutionary struggle. They do not make noisy declarations, 
ag they did last July, when, with the detention of a group 
of people accused of belonging to the 8th of Oczyober 
Revolutionary Movement (M-R-8), they gave assurances that 
this organization had been totally demolished. 


Two months later, on September 4, it was just that M-R-8 
organization which, along with the National Action for 
Liberation, dealt the military regime the hardest blow it 
has suffered in its almost six years in power, through 
the taking hostage of the U.S. Ambassador in Brazil and 
ensuing events. 


This feat, the wost recent in a long hain of revolutionary 
actions, was an eloquent proof --for any who still foubted 
it-- that the urban guerrilla war is a fact in Brazil. 


And it is for this that the military are getting ready. 
They know that it is not a matter of one man's action but 
rather that: of an organized movement. They now make 

no doubt that, as Marighella announced in a taped message 
broadcast over the National Radio of Sao Paulo when it 

was occupied by a revolutionary commando of twelve men last 
August 15, "This will be the year of the rural guerrilla 
war". 3 


A-5 


The la st hours os 

Ho Chi Minh 

Exclusive interview with one of the doctors of the 
Vietnamese leader. 


By Tomds A. Granados of Prensa Latina 


Havana, (PL).-— "From his sickbed, five days before . 
his death, President Ho Chi Minh-_expressed his desire | : 
to appear before the people on September 2, the 

. anniversary of the Independence of Vietnam, even if it 
were just for 15 minutes", Préfessor Dang Van Chang, one 
of the members of the medical team that attended 
President ‘Ho Chi Minh up to the final moments, told 
Prensa Latina. 


Dang Van Chang, endocrinologist and professor of Internal 
Pathology, visited Cuba as a member of a delegation from 
the Public Health ministry of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, headed by the vice-minister Dinh Thi Can. 


During his stay in Havana Professor Dang Van Chang 
agreed to answer a questionnaire prepared by Prensa Latina. 


The professor found out about President Ho Chi Minh's 

illness on August 24. He had returned shortly. before from 
vacation in the Tam Dao rest area. At ten that night, | . 
accompanied by a member of the political bureau of the | 
Central Committee of the Vietnamese Workers Party who had \ 
gone to get him, he went by car to the Presidential Palace ~ 
in Hanoi. 


"My companion said that Uncle Ho was sick and that the 
Political Bureau and Ho himself agreed that I should be 
invited to join the aan eee team that was to care for 
hin". | 


"When I arrived in his room he was asleep. I began to 
look over his chart, and the following morning I presented 
myself to the President, who gave me his hand. 


"The job of the doctors was to diagnose Bresident Ho Chi 
Minh's illness and find a way to cure it. 


~ "On August 25, when we began to analyze the state of 
‘health of the President, the sickness was’ detected. But 
even before then he had some symptoms,slight ones. 

However from the 25th on the symptoms became more marked", 
notes Professor Dang. } 


The Vietnamese physician pointed out that although he 
was in bed, President Ho Chi Minh was then very lucid 
in his thinking. 


Regarding the President's illness, he said that it was a 
heart ailment, which occurs aanaaeed in persons of advanced ' 
age. 


rr 


"In general this ailment is serious. There is already 

a lot of experience in its treatment. Therefore the 
medical team was able to foresee what was going to take 
place. The medicines were all prepared, as well as all 
the equipment and instruments for the time when it would 
be necessary to treat him", continued the doctor. 


"From August 25 until the tragic death of President Ho 

Chi Minh everything went according to the diagnosis, and 
thanks to the work done ahead of time by the medical tean, 
fhe President was saved from some complications. However, 
his zeneral condition worsened from day to day. It was 
increasingly difficult for him to sleep, as he was finding | 
it difficult to breathe. And he was eating less every 
day". 


We interrupted the account to ask a question: Was President 
Ho Chi Minh's death caused by a heart attack or a collapse? 


"The heart attack had taken place on the 24 th and was 
followed by various collapses, but since we foresaw then, 
they were treated. Also, on one occasion another 
complication appeared. The president's heartbeat suddenly 
changed, but this. alBo0 was overcome". 


Despite his serious condition, President Ho Chi Minh kept 
up his interest in everything. . Professor Dang Van Chang 
recalls that on August 29 President Ho asked if all the 
plans were underway for September 2, the anniversary of 
the independence of Vietnan. 


"Uncle Ho said there should be flowers and iots of beer 

so the people would have a good time, since while the 
peoples of other countries drink wine on their national 
holidays and there was no wine in Vietnam, then the people 
should drink beer to celebrate the day. 


"He also expressed his desire. to appear before the people 
even for just 15 minutes on September 2. This. goes to 
show how Uncle Ho always lela of the people, even when 
his heaith was very bad. 


"In Uncle Ho's room there was a calendar, and since we 
were afraid that. the President would look at it every day 
and it would set him thinking, we decided to take it away. 
The following days, due to the fatigue caused by. the 
illness, Uncle Ho was no longer able to think of the 
calendar or ask about it. Once in a while he became 
somewhat better and thén he asked about the combat 
situation both in the South and in the } Torth", continued 
Professor Dang. | 


"Once Uncle Ho spoke to a woman comrade who stayed all 


day by his ‘bedside fanning him. He told her to go rest. 


The next day he saw her when he woke up and again sent 
her to rest. He was always very considerate of others 
even though he was very sick" 


On the death of President Ho Chi Minh professor Dang said 
that the doctors were sure he was dead at 9:47 in the 
morning of September 3; however, they continued artificial 
respiration. 


Se ee ge 


“at 10:30, after an exchange of views, we decided that 

we could net save his life and that artificial respiration 

was mo longer necessary. Then all the doctors and comrades 
of the political Bureau who surrounded Uncle Ho's bed burst 


out crying - 


the professor paused, and then continued: "The QCentral | 
Committee of the Party and the government felt that the 
most importaitt tesk wes ‘to cure President Ho Chi Minh. 
hewrefore., @ political Ayureau. comrade directed the 
Ureatient of mig illness*. 


fine conversation with Professor Dang Van Chang, 65, was 
duawing to a close. When asked if he wanted to add 
anytime, he said thet Presi¢ent Ho Chi Minh showed 
Himself very firm during the treatment and followed 
tamefwilly all the doctors’ Orders: | 


@ 
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Hia wa wa, (PL)-- Mexican newsman Roberto Blanco 
Moher ig trying to make people believe that Cuba is 
toumosivile for all acts of Fedbelliousness, protest or 
rial struggle in Letin America, said Radic Havana 


fine sittutiion sefersed to a recent article by Blance 
mupiligned im the dagagine "Siempre" relating incidents in 
Werder PHOT and whiversities to Cuba: 


in aanlity (hey ave HOt gFatuiteus attacks} they are a4 
furld for by iitpertialies, adde the Gonmeitary. | - f 


Rudil® Hiwware Omba aogerted that Blaneée Moheno offered no 
Powis fo back Hie statement that the terroriem that shook 
Mexico wae heiohed in Hevane - 


Wich wwe dild wae cluteily make wee Of Old=style anti-= 
aontipet latewege", galg "RHC". | 

the: Hroudicwet accused the journalist of fuisity ing the 
Hhilstony of Oobe- He wrote that the Cuban revolution "wae 
slay a folly produced by the tropical climate". 


Blaico isha trled to show that during the Quban 
MST SREY vyEOCess there had been ne etru g.e, based 
an an ont-of-context quote from a report written by the 
jlote Major Cantilo Cienfuegos, said "RHO". 


The souietasy added the fact that ee the crossing 
of a particular zone the Batista forces aid not offer : 
suit to the guerrilles led by Camile reveals only the and 
durin of denoraligetion and defeat ef the Batista arny : 
TPatcdinead ty the blows vreceived: 


The US supported the Batista military coup in 1952. They 
provided h?m with large amounts of arms and a sizeable anti- 
guerrilla military mission, which gives the lie to Blanco 
Moheno's thesis that the US threw Batista out of power and 
put in Fidel Castro, commented "RHC". | 


But not only that --it added-- : since January 1, 1959 the 
United States has carried out all kinds of aggressions and 
maneuvers’ against Cuba, and today it still maintains an 
illegal economic blockade and encourages counterrevolu- 
tionary bands and infiltration attempts. 


The “RHC“commentator regretted that Blanco Moheno's 
"singular sensibility" remained unmoved at Batista's 
crimes, the monstrous crimes of Hitler and the US genocide 
in Vietnan. 


"RHC" also condemned the attacks of the newsman against 
Lenin and the October Revolution. 


"Not even the most ferocious enemies of communism dare 
deny Lenin's greatness and the significance of the October 
‘Revolution, which in a historically short space of time 
transformed the old Russia, backward and starving, into 
the powerful Soviet Union that we know today", it added. 


Radio Havana Cuba ended by stating: "the article by 
Roberto Blanco Moheno is an insult to the readers of 
'Sieémpre' magazine. This out-of-date little character 
seems to think the peoples will swallow anything". 


Grave crisis in the APRA 
ro Dp yu 2-1-8 °s Fae > t 7 
Lima, (PL).- The demagogic pro-U.S. APRA Populist Party, 


headed by Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, is undergoing a grave 
Crisis which threatens to provoke the most serious division in 
its history. 


Deprived of its principal source of income on the closing of 
Congress by the military government, the APRA faces a serious 
economic situation. Its newspaper "La Tribuna" is on the 
edge of crisis and only at.the last minute could the selling 
of its offices and machinery for unpaid debts be avoided. 


Politically decapitalized for opposing the Agrarian Reforn, 
Haya de la Torre committed the political error of defiantly 
declaring he would make a tour of his former stronghold in 
Trujillo, in the Department of Chiclayo, after the visit of 
President Velasco Alvarado who was received there in October 
by more than 200 thousand persons. The weeks have gone by 
and Haya de la Torre has shown no interest in making such 

a visit. 


‘Last week, the APRA was shaken by the crisis of the Federico 


Villarreal University, founded and directed by members of 
that Party. 
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Groups of thugs with firearms and billies impeded the election 
of authorities of the university assembly and later fell into 
another political mistake: the expulsion from its ranks of 

the Rector Humberto Espinosa, decision resisted by many of 

the former members of the Peruvian APRA Party. 


eoooratas to local commentaries, the expulsion of Espinosa has 
provoked a separation between Haya de la Torre and the former 
strong man of the PAP, Armando Villanueva, who acts as 
Secretary General of the a pEeanteauens | 


The crisis of the APRA can definitely push it into immobility 
and dispersion which the other Peruvian political parties 

are undergoing at present, when on December 31 the actual 
municipalities end their terms of office. The APRA mayors” 
and councillors will lose their last stronghold. 


Meanwhile, the new municipal law has still not been 
promulgated. It is'being studied by the military 
government and the project's general lines are unknown, 
but it is certain that there will not be elections in the 
old way, which allowed the APRA Party to take control of 
the administration, especially in the cities of the center 
and on the North coast of the country. 


led peasant 


Linu teryi2sew with jail 
Leader Hu go B1lan-6 6 
Lima, (PL).- The imprisoned peasant leader Hugo Blanco 


manifested that the university students must go into the 
country and push ahead the Agrarian Reform and not stay in 
the University "doctrinarily" combatting it from 
supposedly revolutionary positions. 


The peasant leader has been in jail in this country since 
1965, when bloody struggles took place in the area of 
Valle de la Convencion, in the South of Peru. 


In an interview given to the magazine "Universidad", 
published by the National University of San Marcos in 
this capital, Blanco states that the forms of struggle 
depend on concrete realities and situations and that the — 
"Agrarian Reform Law weakens the tension in the 
countryside, therefore making more distant the armed 
struggle." 


He says that the Agrarian Reform Law is a kind of 
transaction of the lands and insists that the system of. 
payment in bonds be suppressed and the land handed over 
directly to the peasants without any payment. 


He adds that the latifundists are trying to get the 
government to pay them for the lands that the peasants 
usurped. Blanco says that this agrarian law is not what 
the revolutionary movement headed by him propdsed, since 
sts position is one of principles: land yes, payment no. 


The peasant leader indicated that the agrarian law must be 
applied by peasant committees elected by them and qualified 
the Agrarian Reform as burgeois of an advanced character. 


Blanco recognizes that the Peruvian military junta eliminated 
the oligarchic domination in the coastal area, where there 
were huge sugar cane complexes, although he says the 
application of the agrarian reform in the sierra will bring 
big struggles between peasants and latifundists: and not 

among the latter and the government, whose struggle will 

not pass from "simple contact". 


He manifests that trade unions are the best form of 
organization in the struggle and from within the cooperatives 
formed by the government, the fight will be organized so 

that these are truly democratic. 


He is sorry that the struggle headed by him in Valle de la 
Convencion has not trascended the trade union level and 
entered into political struggle, but notwithstanding this 
frustration, the agrarian reform has now entered vigorously 
into action pushed ahead by the military government headed 
by General Juan Velasco Alvarado, he concludes. 
Twenty-five thousand. Peruvian 
fishermen on strike 

By Sergio Pineda, Prensa Latina Correspondent 


Lima, (PL).- President Velasco Alvarado's week's-end 
statement that the law reorganizing Peru's imposing fishing 
industry complex will be enacted come what may has once 
again placed fishing on the front pages: 


This key economic eon has been hit since Sunday night 
by a strike of 25 thousand "“anchoveta" fishermen. 


The fishermen's strike paralyzes the work of the ten 
thousand workers of the fishmeal plants. 


The fishermen are demanding minimum wage increases of 58 
per cent, plus an increase from three to four dollars a 
ton of fish turmed over to the factories and that 
weighing be done in automatic one-ton scales instead of 
four-ton hoppers that must be filled with over 4 thousand 
kilograms of fish. 


The Peruvian fishing industry in its present form is little 
more than ten years old. According to the National 

Fishery Society, the 1958 anchoveta catch was 737 thousand 
tons, while it is now over 10 million tons a year. 


However, anchoveta fishing in Peru was preceded 
historically by the catching of bonito (striped tunny ) 
and other fish for canning. This industry flourished 
during World War II and at one time provided raw material 
for 69 cannéries, of which only four survive today as 
year-round producers, plus a few others in seasonal 
production. 


Investments in canning were around 800 million soles 
(42.91 soles to the dollar). Despite its decline, it is 
still important today. 


Peru consumes annually over 25 million cans of fish and in 
1968 it exported over a quarter of a million cans (7 oz. each). 


The frozen fish industry, which also supplies the home 

market on a preferential basis, exported over thirteen 
thousand tons in 1968. Fishing for consumption is right now 
at a new and promising stage, and an authentically industrial 
one. | 


Through the end of 1968, Peruvian seas had yielded the 
prodigious amount of 70 thousand tons of anchovetas. 
Nevertheless, the species retains full productive capacity 
and the fishing complex, under the strictest scientific 
supervision, limits itself to obtaining the highest possible 
yield from the natural resource. 


The concentration of vast schools of fish opposite the 
Peruvian coasts is due to the fact that they follow the 
Humboldt current whieh carries plankton close to shore. 


The extraordinary primary productivity of the Peruvian 
waters --whose special conditions for the organization of 
mineral elements and creation of organic matter are perhaps 
unique on earth-~ provides for this eternal miracle. 


The accrued production of fishmeal is meanly 12 million 
tons, worth some 37 million soles. Economists agree that 
the contribution of fishing determined the extraordinary 
stability of Peruvian currency for eight years. During 
the fishing season the industry produces about one million 
dollars a day. 


The Peruvian catch in 1968 was 10 million 262 thousand 661 ; 
tons about one-sixth the world total and well ahead of ; 
all other fishing powers: Soviet Union, Japan, Chinese : 
Peopie 3 Republic and the United States. 


In 1968 Peru produced 1 million 992 thousand 20 M.T. and 
exported -2 million 83 thousand 205 M.T. of fishmeal. 


Total world production in the same year was 4 611 550 M.T. 
and exports were 3 553 553 metric tons. 


The Peruvian fishing industry uses 23 ports and coves. 


Most of the infrastructure for the fishing industry has 
been put up by the industrialists. Chimbote, 420 
kilometers North of Lima, is the world's first-ranking 
fishing port. It is also Peru's fastest-growing city. 
Other important fishing ports are Callao, near Lima in the 
center of the coastline, and Tambo de Mora, South of Lima. 


There. are 155 fishmeal plants along the coast. They are 
supplied with anchovetas by 1 498 boats, most with metal 
hulls. Almost the entire fishing fleet is provided with 
the most modern equipment for dragging and catching: 
radar, echosounding gear, mechanical net lifters and . 
oe that take the fish from the sea and deposit it a 
in port. 


Most of the fishmeal plants and the whole fishing fleet have 
been built in Peru. The country also manufactures nylon 
nets and many other fishing items, some of which are 
exported to Europe and other regions. 


The fishing industry complex is thus one of the country's 
most important. It provides work to 70 thousand people. 
The fishmeal plants alone employ 11 thousand workers, while 
17 thousand 500 fishermen provide them with fish. It is 

- estimated that half a million Peruvians live directly 

tae. 4 from the fishing industry. 


Fishing wages and salaries are among the highest in the 
country. The share of the fishermen in the fruits of the 
catch also produces high incomes. 


Fishing is an important source of income to the National 
Treasury. ' 


Investments in the fishmeal industry are around 9 thousand 
million soles (9 billion) in boats and shore 
installations. 
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Havana, (PL).- More than 700 thousand deaths in children 
under five years of age could be avoided annually in Latin 
America if the proper measures were adopted, said Dr. 
Heliodoro Martinez Junco, Minister of Public Health, 


speaking here. 


Tn his closing speech at the National Congress of 
Pediatrics, the Cuban minister added that this figure is 
the result of a comparison of birth and death rates 
among children of this age group in Latin America as 
against the United States. 


We see that diarrhea, measles and pertussis alone cause 
more than 300 thousand deaths in children under five years 
of age in Latin America, while in the United States the 
figure is scarcely five thousand. 


Martinez Junco revealed that for every thousand live 

births, 70 to 80 deaths occur in Latin America, whereas 
in Cuba the corresponding figure varies between only | 
38 and 40 


The minister stated that the reduction in infant mortality 
achieved by Cuba in past years situates the country at 
the median in indices including both developed and 

. underdeveloped countries. 


Nonetheless, he stated, we set ourselves the historic 

piedge of reducing this mortality figure by fifty per cent 
. # in the next ten years, which will put it at the same 

level as that of the developed countries. 
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As one evidence of the achievements scored in the past decade, 
he cited the fact that ninety~eight per cent of children 

now born in the country are delivered in adequate 

institution: 


The Cuban Health Minister reported that the country's birth - 
rate is 29 for every thousand inhabitants and its death rate 
6 2 per thousand . 


He anrounced that, with the objectives mentioned in mind, 
more effort would be devoted to research and other. work in 
the field of child development and growth, in future years. 
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_Hanoi. (PL) - South Vietnam must be free and independent, 


emphasizes a declaration of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of South Vietnan, issued in 
response to President Richard Nixon's November 3 speech. 


The PRG‘s declaration was made public %y the Liberation 
News Agency. It states that Nixon. with his cynical 
arguments. distorts the historical facts. 


If the United States puts an end to the aggression and 
withdraws i*c t+roops, then all the damage and destruction 
being done in South Vietnam will cease immediately, 
states the document. 


The complete text is as follows: 


On November 3, U.S President Nixon made a long address, 
brazenly pleading for the U.S. policy of stubbornly 
prolonging the war of aggression in South Vietnam. 


With extremely cynical and crafty arguments, Mr. Nixon 
distorted historical facts, and insolently challenged 
the Vietnamese people, the American people and the 
peace. - d justice-loving people all over the world. 


As is known to all. since he took office, President Nixon 
has kept stepping up the war of aggression in South 
Vietnam. Encroaching upon the sovereignty and security 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and at the same 
Time delaying the discussion of the correct solution to — 
the Vietnam problem, thus bringing the Paris Conference 
to a complete stand still. 


In an attempt to win back a "position of strength" on the 
battlefield and at the conference table, the Nixon 
administration said it had "de-escalated the war" while 
in fact, it continues to exert "maximum military pressure" 
it is repeating and even multiplying in* South Vietnam 

ali brutal acts of war taken by the previous 
administrations,. continuing the "clear and hold" strategy 
and the "pacification" program, increasing the use of 
2-528. toxic chemicals and noxious gases to massacre the 
civilian population, herding the people into disguised 
concentration camps; in short, it has committed countless 
more savage crimes against the people across South 
Vietnan. 
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The so-called "Vietnamization of the war" program of U.S. 
President Nixon is in essence a nefarious policy of using 
the Vietnamese fight the Vietnamese to drag out the war of 
aggression, realize U.S. neo-colonialism in South Vietnam 
and perpetuate the partition of Vietnam. The peaceful 
"troops withdrawal" and the so-called program for complete 
withdrawal of U.S. combat troops mentioned by President 
Nixon are only maneuvers to appease the American public, 
cover up the scheme to keep for a long time a large number 
of American troops in South, Vietnam, gain time for 
reinforcing the puppet army and consolidating the puppet 
administration and use them to carry on the U.S. aggressive 
and. neo-colonialist scheme. 


The Saigon puppet administration, a tool for aggression of 
the U.S. imperialists, is frantically opposing the withdrawal 
of American troops from South Vietnan, Opposing the 
establishment of a coalition government in the spirit of 
national concord to proceed toward really free and 

democratic general elections. 


They carried out downright ‘repression of all those who 
approve peace, independence and neutrality and want serious 
negotiations with the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of South Vietnam. The fact that the Nixon 
administration is sticking to the extremely reactionary 


and bellicose Thieu-Ky-Khiem puppet administration has 


further exposed the obduracy and aggressive nature of the 
United States. | 


To counter the urgent and legitimate demands of millions 
of Americans that the U.S. government promptly and totally 
withdraw American troops from South Vietnam, President ~ 
Nixon made fallacious allegations about. the situation in 
Vietnam after the withdrawal of American troops. The fact 
is that over a half million U.S. aggressor troops are 
daily sowing death and destruction in South Vietnan, 
expressly encroaching upon the fundamental national rights 
of the Vietnamese people and seriously threatening peace 
and security in South-East Asia. If the U.S. stops its 
aggression and brings home all American troops, then all 
disasters and destruction in South Vietnam will 
immediately end. | : 


U.S. President Nixon has openly revealed his scheme to 
prolong the U.S. aggressive war in South Vietnam, ‘maintain 
the role of the U.S. imperialists as an international 
gendarme in South-East Asia and the rest of the world: 
The policy of war of President Nixon is the only obstacle 
to a correct settlement of the Vietnam question by 
peaceful means and lies at the origin of the standstill 
of the Paris Conference on Vietnam. The P.R.G. of the 
R.S.V.N. resolutely denounces and, strongly condemns 

the obdurate policy of aggression of the Nixon 
administration. This policy will surely end in failure. 
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Once again. the PRG of the RS V.N. solemnly declares: 
| South Vietnam must be independent and free. It is precisely 
for these noble goals that the South Vietnamese people 
have overcome all hardships and trials and fought “during 
25 consecutive years and will persevere in their fight 
until victory ~~ The Vietnamese and American peoples and 
other peoples the world over are demanding that the U.S. 
end its aggression, withdraw all U.S. troops and troops of 
other foreign countries of the U.S. camp from South 
Vietnam without posing any condition whatsoever, renounce 
the dictatorial bellicose and rotten Thieu-Ky-Khiem puppet 
administration. and let the South Vietnamese people settle 
their internal affairs free of foreign interference. 
This is also the fundamental spirit and content of the 
ten-point overall solution of the §. V.N.N.F.L. and the 
PRG of the R.5.V.N | 


If the Nixon administration stubbornly pursue the war of 
aggression in South Vietnam, then the South Vietnamese 
| peopie acting vpon President Ho Chi Minh‘s sacred 
| testament will persist in and step up the struggle, 
resolved to fight back against the U.S. aggression till 
complete victory: No intimidation and perfidous maneuvers 
can shake the iron determination of the fourteen million 
of the South Vietnamese people. ) 


The *rovisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic 

of South Vietnam-calls on the entire people, the population 
of all strata in South Vietnam cities, including patriotic 
soldiers, officers and public employees in the-army and 
administration of the Saigon regime for the independence 
and freedom of the fatherland to unite and resolutely 
defeat all aggressive policies of the U.S. imperialists. 


The people x the R.S.V.N. P.R.G. sincerely thanks all 
friends in the five continents towards for their sympathy - | 
with and great assistance to the struggle of the Vietnamese ; 
people against the U.S. imperialists and for national : 
salvation and warmly welcome the American people who 

have courageously stepped up their just struggle against 

the war of aggression conducted by the U.S. government 

in Vietnam. : 


The people and the R.S.V.N. P.R.G. are firmly convinced 

tbat the Socialist countries, the peace- and justice- 
loving countries, the international democratic 
organizations, the progressive people in the U.S. and 
the people all over the world will oppose with even ~- 
greater vigour the reactionary and bellicose policy of 
President Nixon and increase the support and assistance 

to the struggle of’ the Vietnamese people against the 
U.S. aggression and for national salvation till its 
complete victory. 


Mexico City, (PL).- The newspaper "El Dia" carries a 
Sstatement from the Cuban embassy here denying recent ; 
accusations against the Cuban consul in Veracruz. ' 


A--16 


; Several days ago some of this capital's newspapers 
; published reports accusing the Cuban consul in Veracruz 
of "aaPEOPSe expressions and acts". 


The Cuban abe published by "El Dia" states: 


. "The embassy of Cuba, in regard to notes published in 
some newspapers accusing the Cuban consul in Veracruz 
of improper expressions and acts, is interested in 
making clear that such assertions are entirely false and 
are aimed at creating confusion and difficulties in the 
field of Cuban-Mexican relations. _ 


"The activities of diffusion, information and cultural 
exchange are carried out by Mexican nationals living 

in Veracruz and. other cities of. the same state without 
interference from Cuban personnel, although with their 
natural sympathy and cooperation, and indeed, in a general 
way, under the auspices of universities and official 
institutions. 


"Invariably invited to these events are the civilian 
and military authorities and the Cuban consul of that 
jurisdiction. ° 


"The assertions to the effect that consul Salazar has 
met with groups of citizens in gatherings where he > 
allegedly-expressed improper opinions or encouraged 
improper activities, as is claimed, are totally. 
untrue, especially meetings, such as those claimed to 
have taken place last month, during the absence of the 
consul, who left for Cuba on September 5 and is still 
° there. 


"The behavior of consul Salazar has always been one 
of absolute respect for Mexico and adherence to his 
strict official duties, principles shat have as 
his conduct ‘at all times. 


"All the foregoing has been reported to the iseige 
Relations ministry, rejecting such interested and 
fantastic stories". 
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articles on cuba 


The second part of the article on 
the impact of ten years of 
revolution on the Cuban economy 
completes the subject with events 
in the field of industry 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: FULL 
; SPEED’ AHEAD (II) , 


"It can be easily explained why after 1970, with the 
formidable agricultural base now being created at an 
unprecedented rhythm a decade will arrive in which our main 
efforts will be dedicated to the development of industry". 
(Fidel: 19-4-68). | 


® 
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"And we will have to deal with the problem of steel and its 
production as a fundamental question (since it represents 
investments of hundreds million (pesos) the exploitation 
of our nickel resources, as our country has the largest 
: world reserves and its is a metal with an increasing value 
a which requires huge investments". (Fidel: 19-4-68). 


Cuba has the greatest nickel’ reserves, amounting to 16.6 
million tons, representing 40.2% of the world reserves. In 
spite of the imperialist blockade to stop manufacture in the 
Cuban nickel-processing plants, Cuban technicians, through 
heroic efforts, have succeeded in developing the industry. 
(See Table I).-: | 


"We are able to produce steel, chrome, nickel; and above all 
nickel, with iron as a subproduct, to develop the 
production of steel. These cannot be current investments,as 
now we have to invest not in huge amounts which take years 
to show. results, but in those which immediately yield 
maximum benefits such as a small dam, a big dam, or whatever 
it might be, but which rapidly contributes to the production 
of wealth, the production of valueg, the prog@uction of food. 
We are now making efforts in everything which may 

7 contribute to immediately strengthen thg situation or in 
industries such as fertilizers or cement, *which show an 
immediate contribution to progress. Investments in iron 
foundries will soon have to be much greater, and we must 
make them from 1970 to 1975. 
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Up to 1970 the greatest effort is to be concentrated on 
agricultwral vrogress and on all the other activities 


in which we are now narticipating". (Fidel: 13-3-68). 


"This does not mean that we have been idle in some 
basic industries, such as those for the production of 
cement, for the production of electricity, for the 
production of fertilizers. This means that we have 
been working on several basic industries. But the > 
weight of the country's resources and our efforts have 
been dedicated to machinery for an accelerated 
development of agriculture, to create the food base for 
our people and the resources with which to initiate a 
gigantic effort in the industrial development of the 
country between 1970 and 1980". (Fidel: 19-4-68). 


Electric Power 


Between 1958 and 1968, working capacity increased | 
by 541 MW, while in the previous decade it was only ; 
303 “iW 


In 1958, output of electricity rose to 1760 million 
MWH, while by 1967 it had increased by 72% --3024 
million MWH. 


The construction of 110 KW electric powerlines in ten 
years of the Revolution equals the amount built by 
capitalism -in 25 years. 


retroleum 


"In our country, there is petroleum. Our. problem is 

to drill for it. And, of course, drilling is not easy. 
But we must say that of the country's total area of one 
hundred eleven thousand square kilometers, fifty-six 
_ thousand sr ow petroleum strata; in numerous regions of 
the country petroleum can suvely be.fcund. We have to 
drill and drili even deeper, and there is even petroleum 
of fine quality in different places at great depths. We 4 
have to make our principal effort in drilling. : 


"Our problem is to drill, and towards this end we are now 
concentrating gost of our efforts. “In agriculture, ‘water 
conservation; and in petroleum drilling activities". 
«{Fidel: 13-3-68). 
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"Petroleum, besides being now the major fuel in the 
production of electric power, has an indispensable value 
in all means of transportation, mainly in agriculture... 


"Our growing necessities for electricity will require 
in a near future a number of thermo-eléectric plants which 
will consume twelve million tons of fuel... 


-"Nows the day will arrive when humanity may repent many 
times for the fabulous amounts of petroleum that are being 
consumed. Why? Because nowadays petroleum is not only 
used as fuel. The main value of petroleum is now : 
beginning to be its use in the petro- ~chemical industry 

as a source or as a basic raw material in the’ production 
of very important products... 


"So that any country with foresight and that looks 
towards the future has to think about production of 
electricity ami’ to begin now to study details on the 
production of electric power from nuclear energy. ... 


"Our country cannot in future years construct more 

thermo-electric plants based on petroleum as fuel. Once 

the current program for the installation of thermo-electric 

plants is completed we will nave to think about the use of 
atomic energy... 


"And for this reason our Revolution is now recruiting the 
most outstanding students to study Nuclear Physics and | 
thus train engineers capable of operating this type of 
plants". (Fidel: 19-4- ach 


Paper 


It is needless to say that not only petroleum is being 
consumed in Cuba. The Cuban sugar mills consume as fuel 
millions of tons of bagasse; and traditionally our mills 
operate partly on petroleum and partly on bagasse. 
Bagasse is used to produce paper pulp and it also has & 
other uses,therefore having an economic value and a use 
value that is greater thmfuel. for operating sugar mills. 
So that Cuba, beginning with the ten million tons of sugar 
and at the same time as it finds other sources of fuel, 
will have to start using bagasse as raw material for 
‘other products of greater value, other uses of much | 

more value and greater benefits. 
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The production of paper and cardboard during the, | : 
revolutionary years has far surpassed the last four-year 


capitalist period. 


1955/58 | 47.7 thousand MT . | : 


1961 | : 93.1 " " 
1968 116.9 - " 
Fertilizers 


"And naturally agriculture is not only a question of water; 

of mechanization, of cultivation techniques, of fertilization, 
of selection in. the varieties of seeds, of plants, 95 
animals, of a whole series of factors". 


Just by observing the annual growth rates for the period 
from 1951-58 and those of the revolutionary period (1959- 
1967 ) the considerable increases made in the production of 
fertilizers in Cuba can be verified. 


"In fertilizers, it is proposed to reach two million 

tons, net content. ,So that in 1975, Cuba will be applying 
an amount greater than 50 percent of the sum calculated 
for the whole. of South America". 


As regards per capita consumption, Cuba is situated among 
the countries in the world which proportionally consume 
a greater amount of fertilizers. Thus in 1967, the per 
Capita consumption of nitrogen was 20.5 ke. --in 1965-66 . 
the two biggest consumers were Holland with 24.9 kg. and : 
the United States with 24.1 kg-- they consumed 12 kg/inhab. | 
of P,05 -- the first two consumers in 1965-66 were: France 7, 
with 25.5 kg. and the United States with 16:8 kg/inhab.-- 
and they consumed 14.1 kg/inhab of K50 -- the first two 
consumers in 1965 and 1966 were: GFR with 19.9 kg/inhab. 
and France with 19.6 kg/inhabitant. 


"Cuba has 158 times less area than South America; and 

é2 times less inhabitants than South America. Nevertheless, 
we will use an amount greater than 50 percent of the 
fertilizer which they will apply in 1975".(Fidel: 2-1-69). 


"A fertilizer factory is being constructed at Cienfuegos 
with Capacity for almost half a million tons. 


"Thermo-electric plants have been built and are continued 
to be built; cement factories have been built and are still 
being built". | 


".ee and we will have to build hundreds of food factories, 
industries of every kira for processing the products that 
we are going to have from our agricultural efforts and 
hundreds of workshops, and warehouses and storage deposits, 
and bridges and highways and more reservoirs and more 
constructions of every kind, and houses and schools and 
hospitals". 
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Mechanization 


"The introduction of mechanization in our agriculture 
covers various field.:. In first place, that which refens 
to an optimum and rational use of agricultural equipment, 
to the technical, responsible, serious and disciplined 
Organization of the maintenance of all our industrial- 
agricultural equipment. In second place, the development 
of the technical cadres for the future of the mechanical 
industry and the other industrial branches linked to the 
‘effort of contributing to agricultural progress. And in 
third place, the immediate productive effort in the 
construction of agricultural equipment". (0. Dorti_ 

c6s: 23-5-67). 


"Some day --and that day will not be far off-- at a 
surprisingly rapid rate, with the help of technicians, 
with the help of machinery, with the help of chemistry, 
many of the difficult tasks which our people carry out 
today will not have to be done. In a not too distant 
future nobody will have to clear a field with a hoe''. 
(Fidel: 26-7-68). 


"It is clear that all this development demands continued 
investment and continued mechanization. There would 

only be one way of failing to achieving this, and it is 

if we do not mechanize rapidly. Because for all the 

sugar cane that we are going to have and all the | 
agricultural products, it is necessary to substitute manual 
labor by machinery. This means, we will have to make 

many investments. Not in basic equipment for development, 
but for the exploitation of all those lands, the utilization 
of all those crops, and of our growing milk-producing cattle 
herds. (Fidel: 2-1-69). 
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"So that in a period of a few years the work productivity 
index of our people will grow tremendously, it will be all 
the people working and working all the time with | 
increased technical skills and more agricultural equipment. 
We are heading towards the formation of a communist society 
and for this work productivity is very important". 

(Fidel: 19-4-68). 


COMBINES IMPORTED 
FOR SELECTED 
~ | CROPS 


(1960 - 68) 
~ Combines for: 
Sugar cane 1,268 
Rice. 1,067 
Corn 53 
Silo-harvesters 907 
Potato harvesters ; 270 
Rice threshers Y te Io 


"Briefly, a very important new stage will come after 1970, 
and it will be the result of the agricultural advance of , 
these years and of the enormous increase in work productivity 
with the mechanization of agriculture". (Fidel: 19-4-68). 


Construction 


They begin in the five-year period after 1965. More: than 

340 million pesos will be invested in industrial construction. 
And these figures represent 60 manufacturing centers, such 

as the thermo-electric plants of Renté (Santiago de Cuba); 
Nuevitas, Enlargement of O'Bourke (Cienfuegos); Mariel and 
enlargement of Matanzas, on which construction has been 
Carried out at a cost of more than 27 million pesos. 


In the steel and machinery industry more than 23 million 
pesos have been invested mainly on a new electric are 
steel casting plant and on the enlargement of the plant 
at Cotorro (Antillana de Acero). 


Beslue., several factories for cement, textiles, shoes, 
plastics, etc. have been constructed, among which we 
meation ‘the "26 de Julic’ cement factory at Nuevitas; 

the Alyuitex Textile Factory at Alquizar; the Santiago 
de las Vegas Textile Plant, La Habana Plastics Industry; 
the "Nguyen Van Troi" shoe factory at Guanabacoa, and 
also the improvements in the fishing industry, for which 
construction amounting to more than 23 million pesos 

has been'carried out, including the modern Havana 
Fishing Port. (See Table II). 


In accordance with the objectives of creating a wigorous 
base for-agricultural and cattle production the changes 
made after 10 years of Revolution is notable, especially 
in constructions for agriculture and cattle-raising, which 
has permitted new high levels of production to be reached 
in different agricultural and cattle-raising branches, 
among which poultry breeding, forestry development and the 
form:tion of a solid cattle base must be emphasized. 


Education is perhaps where. the Cuban people has reaped its 
greatest successes since January 1959. Starting with the 
conversion of military garrisons into schools, and - 
extraordinary construction process of schools and 

teaching centers as well as higher educational centers began, 
among wh:ch the construction of the Western ("José A. 
Echeverria University City":. Central and Eastern Universities, 
at a cost of more than 17 million pesos, is a notable 

example. 


As regards health, it.can be said that in the rural areas 
where there had never been medical care 28 hospitals have 
been built during this period, such as the "V.I. Lenin' 
General Hospital, at Holguin, with 600 beds. 


In housing construction, comparisons with regard to their 
value are rather deceiving, as a result that before the 
Revolution part of these included luxurious homes. During 
these ten years more than 140 000 houses have been built, 

in the following years it will be necessary to industrialize 
the process of housing construction as much as possible. 


The housing projects of La Habana del Este, Levisa, and 
San Pedrito, the fishing cities of Manzanillo and Caibarién, 
are good examples of the work undertaken. 


* "DPR geeas 


All this has required the development of the proper 

means of communication, through highway plans of the 
magnitude of that being carried out in Qriente Province 
which will :ractically cover the full province with 
highways and in which many of the roads are now available 
to the public, such as the Guanténamo-Baracoa, and the 
Mayari-Sagua de Tanamo-Moa highways, with thirty-four 
“bridges and close to ten thousand meters of concrete 
drainage. : 


In 1968 this unusual effort amounted to more than 750 
million pesos invested in construction, entirely 
dedicated to the development of the Cuban senaiend and 
higher living standards. 


Road Works ‘ 


"At this moment there are one hundred and twenty 

brigades working on highways and roads; one hundred and 
one have been organized in the last eighteen months and 
are at this moment building roads and highways in one 
hundred and fifteen different places, one hundred and 
fifteen!..'. And without highways agricultural progress 

is impossible, as impossible as developing agriculture 
without understanding geography. It is impossible to 
transport personnel, machinery, fuel, fertilizers, modern | 
techniques without communications". (Fidel: 2-1-69).. 


Hydraulic Resources 


"Who taught us to have a water-conservation awareness? 
Droughts and cyclones: droughts and floods. Huge 


unforeseen declines in production have ocurred from one 


year to another which considerably affected our economy, 
our country has depended, depends and will depend for many 
years still, principally on agriculture". (Fidel: 26-5-69). 


Land Transportation 


An assortment of equipment basically made up of spare parts, 
machinery and other items of capitalist origin, which have 
been gradually replaced by Socialist machinery, have been 
inherited, besides a number of reconstructions largely in 
railroad and highway equipment which have contributed to 

the constant increase and renewal of equipment. 


i 


B-8 


eed 


NATIONAL PRODUCTION OF NICKEL & COBALT 


‘Year ». Production 1952=-59=100 
1952-59 (1) 
1960 | 


(1) Annual average 


Reserve 
Million 
M3 tC 


: 1968 . 

REVOLUTION'S HYDRAULIC WORKS 

Works completed | | 220 ,000 
Works in Construction — 320 5000. 
Projects completed & in reserve 776 990,000 
Projects in preparation | 2,687 - 600,000 


Per capita consumption 
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MERCHANT MARINE 


One of the revolution's most important achievements 
in transoortation has unquéstionably been the 
merchant marine. 

Ships on hand before 1958: 

-- 14 with.a freight capacity of 47.2 thousand i.T. 


Ships on hand in 1968: 


-—- 49 with a freisht Capacity of 262.2 thousand M.T. 


coasting trade: 


19593 65 craft. 
1968: 82 craft. 


‘ 


Despite the difficulties of the imperialist blockade 
national transportation has progressed and by 1970 will 
be in condition to assimilate the production of the 
Sugar harvesi. 


The Revolution has imported 800 Leyland urban omnibus 
‘and 131 interprovincial, 131 Pegaso and more than 1800 
units from Socialist countries. 


Moreover it is necessary to mention the new routes | 
established in the mountains, where before jeeps could 
scarcely travel, on which Robur- omnibuses and some of 
national manufacture equipped with Soviet engines 

are atilized.- 


Great efforts — been made on the railroads; several 
kilometers of track have been renewed. This year 12 
small 300 hp locomotives and one of 500 hp will be 
constructed. Urban transport linking Havana with 
Rincén was created, and this represents an improved 
bus transportation. The wooden bridges will also be 
replaced by prefabricated Seneny units. 


Communications Sector 


' The country's economic development has caused an increase 
in the demand for communications in general, telephone, 
telegraph and postal, especially in rural areas. 
Telephone plants, with equipment imported from Hungary, 
have been installed, raising capacity from 171 146 lines 
in 1966 to 175 263 in 1967.. 


The national telegraph service is being automated. The 
former Morse system being substituted by a system of 
teleprinters with teleselections. This new system ~ 
represents a step forward in the quality of the service; 
in addition to intensive efforts being made in the 
restauration of the mail services. 


At the end of 1967 the technical activity of the Cuban 
Broadcasting Institute --ICR-- which undertakes 
International Broadcasting and the National network 
activities (Radio and TV),was transferred to the 
Ministry of Communications. Besides, in 1965, the 
Philatelic Commercial Enterprise --ECOFIL-- was created, 
this organization distributes the Cuban stamps issues. 
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Electronic Computing 


Closely associated with the huge production goals and ' 
services sttained and the obtaining of those proposed 

is the organization, and distribution of the human resources 
and available materials needed for those objectives. 


On one hand the unceasing search, in a more efficient 
manner always, for new and improved methods adequate to 

our goals and resources, and on the other, the demand 

that progress itself requires,has brought about during the 
last ten years an evolution in our conceptions of 
management, planning and control of the economy from the 
usual form to what has been called "New System of Economic © 
Management". 


Derived from this conception, the transformation of planning 
methods must consequently continue a much wider and 
deeper from now on. 


The successes attained in questions of planning and control } 
through the utilization of mechanical equipment | 
(conventional) for data processing have been many. Some 
organizations ‘have attained the almost total elaboration of 

their annual plans with the help of this type of equipment 

and also the current plan, for the national economy has been 
partially elaborated in the same way 


Moreover, Cuba has started to experiment with the 

electronic computer, at present counting with a soundaekonis 
number of specific tasks resolved with the help of a { 
computer. 


Past experiences, in practical form, have made evident the 
dependence of the degree of efficiency of the work of 
planning and control through which the direction of the 
national economy is carried out, and the utilization of the 
powerful methods of calculation and transmission of 
information existing in the world. 


‘The very complicated interrelations between the different 
fields of activity can only be evaluated in their true 
magnitude, through the utilization of modern electronic 
computers as fundamental instruments of work. 


-—— 


Now, the possibilities of utilizing this type of 
equipment are determined by the availability of cadres 
formed in this field, or what results the same, counting 
with economic personnel capable of exploiting the 
tremendous possibilities which this equipment offers. 


The preceding means that what is being dealt with is 
the creation of-conditions and personnel-.capabile of 
undertaking, in an. immediate future, the implantation 
and implementation of this powerful instrument of work, 
the sophisticated electronic equipment for: data 
processing, as a basis for the planning system of the 
national economy, more than its mgssive acquisition 


f 


immediately. : 7, 


This is particularly veld WA the economic activity of 
the enterprises, as they are the basis of the national 
information complex. It is here where in first instance 
the information required at all levels is generated 
compiled and processed, and it is also where its 
utilizations is immediately reverted into the result of 
its action, contributing to make it more efficient in 
allinstances. Besides, the implementation process of 
the electronic computer and the organization, planning 
and control at a national level, will be determined by 
what can be attained among the production units and 
therefore in our various enterprises. - 


‘It may be accepted therefore, that jointly with the 
systematic study and analysis of planning methods, 
contained in the politico-economic conception of 
management outlined by the Farty*and the Cuban 
Government training in new computing techniques is 
another goal to be considered to attain the economic 
progress which the country expects to reach in the 
next decade. 


The Reason For Cuba's Successes” 


"And this generation can feel that it has done 
something, it can feel that it has contributed and has 
the right to look to the future, and it does not have to 
feel disconcerted when looking at the past. -Because 
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this generation, unlike others frustrated by imperialism, 
and by Yankee intervention, which affected the ; 
revolutionary process, which imposed on us corruption and 
neocolonialism during fifty years, generations which were 
unable to see the resuJt of this people's struggles, self- 
sacrificing and bloody struggles; unlike those generations 
less fortunate than ours, we can look to the future with 
more tranquility, with more satisfaction and with more 
optimism than any other past generation could". (Fidel: 
19-4-68). 


"And on explaining the reason for Cuba's successes, which 
are known to have been the result, yes, in first place, 

of a revolution, of a correct’ conception of how to exploit 
its natural resources, which will permit us a tremendous 
specialization, maximum use of the country's resources, 
extraordinary successes, the prerequisite or indispensable 
requis.-e of the economic objectives of which the people 

is now fully awere and the awareness of the people of their 
duty to work. These factors were decisive: Decisive the 
decision of the people to defend its revolution at any 
price whatever and to carry it forward". (Fidel: 2-1-69). 


LLLUSTHATIONS ¢. 


1) Spillway of the recently finished Carlos Manuel 
de Céspedes Dan. 


2) Road going to La Gran Piedra, Oriente Province. 


3) Overall view of the Carlos Manuel de Céspedes 
Dam. | 


4) Agricultural machinery: Italian made 
Piccolino G.M. 4 Tractors. © 


FRONT 
COVER: 


The "26th of July" modern cement factory, located 
.in Nuevitas, Camagtiey Province. | 
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ISLAND OF THE FUTURE 
By Edel Sudrez of Prensa Latina 


One hundred and forty-six. kilometers directly South of 
the city of Havana is situated the country's most important 
laboratory. | 


The once thinly populated "Isle of Pines" has been the 
scene of an ever greater hurly-burly of activity, ever 
Since August, 1967 when Fidel Castro announced the . % 
transformation of this area into an experimental social 
project to try out the creation of a Communist society. 


The inspiration for this happy idea was, paradoxically - 
enough, a grievous natural disaster which had shaken 
the country to its very foundations four years before, 
namely, the hurricane "Flora", which caused more than 
two thousand deaths and incalculable material. damage. 


Responding to an urgent appeal, some fifteen hundred | 
young pecple from Havana disembarked on the Island otal 
-Within a few weeks set thing to rights. 


From that time on, new contingents, mostly young 
people, have been making the brief sea voyage’ 

(96 kilometers) between the South coast of Havana 
Province and Nueva Gerona, the Isle of Pines' capital. 


This youthful invasion has brought a new name to the 
Islend, first baptized 475 years ago with the name 
"Evangelista" by its discoverer Christopher Columbus, 
and later known as the Isle of Pines. The new name is 
Isle of Youth. 


For four centuries the Isle of Pines was virtually 
forgotten by- the Spanish colonial authorities, who were. 
busy chiefly with the exploitation of the rich lands of 
the continent and the major island of Guba - 


Pirates, buccaneers and other freebooters benefitted ' 
from this situation and made it a headquarters for their 
lawless activities, using it for ‘haven and algo to stock 
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up on water fuel and meat %t was aise the base for 
their forays cn Spanish fleets bound for Havana or 


returning,‘t2 Spain. 


Under pressure from England. whose pirates had more 
than once taken over the Island. the Spanish auth eae 


took steps to cclonize it in 1832. 


‘ 


At the end of the Spanish-Cuban-Amer:can War, the 

Tnited States. taking advantage of their military 
cupation of Guba. arbitrarily excluded the ‘Isle of 

Pines from the nation's sovereign territory and began - 


The repeated protests of the Guban people procured 

the reinccrporation of this island into the-Republic 
of Guba.in 1925. but successive governments kept it 
in a state of neglect up until the tzriumph of the 
rebellion. 


[ts geographical location. making regular contacts with 
other more popylated lands dafficult, was responsible for 
its use as a place of exile during that period. 


Olonial struggle José Marti. apostle 


in C 
cf the War sof Independence was detained there. 


During the Machado dictatorship in the thirties. a 
prision was built on the Island. There. many cpponents of 


Machado'‘s tyrarny were incarterated and there many met 


Durcng Batista's regime. Fidei‘Castro and his comrades 
t on the Moncada Fortress were imprisoned 


'») 


Today the Isie cf Pines is sesing the construction. of 


At. *wo thousand sousre kilcmeters of 1ts territory 
a 


re urdergoing an intense work of transformation 


¢ 


Activities are diversified, taking into acccunt the 
e 


gecgraphical features of.each area 
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In the Northern sector, whose sleepy hills have numbered 


three ranges rich in marble through all the ages, intesive 
- quarrying is going on 


The black, white and rose marbles of the Isle of Pines 


are known the world over. 


At the foot of the hills, stretching out the width of 
the Island toward the South is-a broad plain. It is the : 
most extensive part of the territory, the most heavily 
populated and the most important economically. Cattle- 


‘raising and citrus cultivation are this region" s most 


important lines. 


This Te plain. is separated from a smaller one in 
the S$ ern part of the Island by a swamp 20 kilometers 
long which traverses the Island 


The Southern plain is less Poets te--tean the Northern, and 
here ambitious forestation proyects are underway. 


~~ 


The age-old landscape of palms and pines is now relieved 


by great citrus plantations, fast-growing herds of 
cattle and new lakes which appear from one day to the 
next 


The number of hectares planted to citrus fruits in the 
post-revolutionary period is ten times that planted © 
°Y all the years preceding it. 


By next year some 400 thousand hectares are expected 
to have been planted to citrus.trees. | 


There is a market not only for the fresh fruit but also 
for the various citrus essences, canned juices, 
powdered juices, sweets,.etc. | 


Grapefruit. oranges, tangerines, lemons and limes are 
the fruits chiefly grown The last crop of these fruits 
amounted to six thousand 900 tons.. It is estimated that 
thie figure will be doubled in 197]. 


The Isle of Pines cattle plan includes both meat and 


* dairy development The goal is 200 thousand head of 


cattle. of which 60 percent has been met so far. 


The dairy plan is designed to one day produce one million 
liters of milk daily, which will constitute self- 

sufficiency as to milk and milk products for the 80 

thousand inhabitants the: Island will have in the near future. 
(Its present population is 20 thousand). 


Sixty waterworks presently retain a great part of the 
400 million cubic meters of-water which previously ran 
off into the ocean. This water is diverted to fertilize 
the land. 


Ten years ago not a single waterwork existed on the Island, 


Rapid construction will permit the utilization of the full 
400 million cubic meters of water for irrigation within 

the next two years. The waterworks also have other important 
results, such as the redistribution of rainfall, 
transformation of the climate and an increase in pisciculture. 


Other crops being worked, with an eye to fully supplying 
local demand, are coffee, rice and root vegetables. 


The transformation worked on the Island in recent years 

may seem a miracle, but, strictly speaking, it is not. It 
has come from the self-sacrifice and labor of thousands and 
thousands of young people from all over the country, who — 
have kept historic date to essay the building of the 
society of the future. 


Despite hurdships, their conception of work as a social 
necessity has proved superior to the obstacle of inherited 
underdevelopment. 


The young people who have wrought such sweeping changes 
in the Isle of Pines need no other incentive than the 
land on which they stand, the island of the future. 
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1) On the Isle of Youth. Their farm work 


J the youngsters 
‘opganize their own entertainment. 


-2) Aerial view of Nueva Gerona, capital of the 
Island. 

3) These, young people are preparing the land 
for coming crops of orangés, grapefruit, 
lemons and limes. | 

— * 4) The Isle of Pines cattle plan contemplates 
the production of 200 thousand head of cattle. 
| The young girl in the picture is tending calves. 
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A HISTORIC STRUGGLE: SOME 
BiGHLIGaATS 


By. Joaquin del Campo of Prensa Latina 


— Taday the people of Cuba are taken up with a.struggle on 
ec many fronts, the all-out fight to guarantee her economic 

me The following proposes -to relate some important 
episodes in this battle. | 


Sugar is, of course, in the first line. When the 
ambitious plan of enlarging the industrial sugar 
installations has been completed, the total grinding 
capacity of the 152 existing sugar mills will rise to 
670 thousand metric tons of sugarcane. | | 


This figure represents an increase of 120 thousand metric 
tons over the capacity of all factories operating in 1960. 
It is equivalent to the combined capacity of all sugar mills 
operating in Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. 


‘Another high-ranking agricultural line for Cuba is the. 
growing of citrus fruits. Cuba's oranges, grapefruit and 
limes have always been recognized as among the best in the 
world. sila “a | | 


Before the rebellion's triumph, the attewn crop was almost 
totally controlled by U.S. interests and earmarked for U.S. : 
. markets. 


In recent years extensive citrus-growing projects have been 
in progress to give a great boost to this agricultural line. 
In addition. to the Isle of Pines, a traditional citrus 
zone, such new regions as Guane (Pinar del Rio), Victoria 
de Girén (Matanzas), Ceballos (Camagtiey ) and Contramaestre 
(Oriente) have been developed. 


At present more than 36 thousand hectares are under citrus 
cultivation, which figure will ascend to some 269 thousand 
hectares by 1972. This will situate Cuba among the world's 
main producers. 


*@eeccoee e@eeeeeeeans 


By next year Cuba's citrus production will be twice that 
of 1959. . | : | 


These are impressive gains, but they never would be 
achieved witnout the necessary machinery. Cuba has 

been equipping herself with this. Particularly important, 
of course, are tractors. They are, in fact, a good index 
of the state oF any country's agricultural technology. 


In the seven years following the triumph of the 
Revolution, Cuba more than doubled her importation of 
tractors. (The figure for the years 1952-59 is 14 
thousand). But daily new agricultural machinery arrives 
in the country and, in the near future, the rude work of 
agriculture will reach a high degree of mechanization. 


Great progress has also been made in the production 
of cemént, construction’ s sine qua non. Before 1959, 
cement production in Cuba did not exceed 735 thousand 
metric tons yearly. But production has so increased 
that next year the country will turn out some two 
million metric tons, an almost three-fold gain. 


Another Cuban economic success has been transport 
packaging for sugar and beans. Before 1959 all such 
sacks were imported, meaning a continual drain-on the 
nation's foreign exchange. But the Revolution 
initiated the cultivation of kenaf, a good 

substitute for yute, from which the sacks were made. 
At present Cuba produces some three thousand metric 
tons yearly of this product. | 


These are only some of the more impressive examples 
of the successes scored by the Cuban people in the 
past ten years: 


They are impressive in themselves but even more 
impressive is the story behind them. It is that of 
a decade's unremitting labor and self-sacrifice on 
the part of the Cuban people. The fruits-of this 
great effort will be doubly sweet for having’ been 
hard won. 
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FACTS PRO THE NEW CUBA 


By Serafin Marrero of Prensa Latina 


Pave t&ouseand -ships: a year 


Cuba's port activity will be-so great that by 1975 the 
ill handle’ no less than 5 000 ships a year, | 
that of 1966, without including coasting trade. 


Ome bael e*e@ e's 1:2. -i2:: + housand 
pregnant. cows ! 


~ 


Taurus, famous Cuban sire, has the responsibility of 
inseminating --artificially-- 12 thousand cows. In 
direct mounting he would only be able to attend to 
about eee 


Production of twisted tobacco - 


The maximum increase achieved by the Cuban tobacco industry 


in the production of twisted tobacco during the 


prerevolutionary period (before 1959) was 450 million units 
a year. This figure is now surpassed by. about 250 million 
units a year. | 


Over 500 mi 4.4 i FA n’.c@oerttees trees 


The coffee development plans. underway in Cuba include the 
planting of over 500 million coffee trees in the whole | 
country, mainly in the western provinces of Havana ‘and 
Matanzas and the eastern provinces of Camagtiey and 
Oriente, without leaving out the central province, Las 


Villas. Tens of millions have already been planted, | 


many of which, of the Caturra variety, are already 
producing. Ps to 


BeYaAl Fs me dium anda late 
ripening cane 


Thanks tothe: planting of different sugar cane 

varieties of early, medium and late maturation, Cuba's 
10 million ton harvest will extend from early November 
1969 to the middle of 1970. 


Cia tru-e fruits 


In Cuba at present a little more than 36 000 hectares 
of citrus fruits are in production or being developed. 
This figure will be increased to 269 000 hectares in. 
1972; which will place the "First Free Territory of 
America". among the world's principal producers. The 
major citrus-fruit production areas will be the Isle 


de Pines (now the Isle of Youth), Guane (in the western 
province of Pinar del Rio), Victoria de Girén (in the 


province of Matanzas) and Ceballos and Contramaestre 
(In the eastern provinces of Camagiiey and Oriente 


respectively). 
Ag raiewi-turaidl production 


According to information given by the Prime Minister 

of the Revolutionary Government, Major Fidel Castro, 
agricultural production, on the "Isle of Freedom" will 
increase at an average rate of not less than ie) percent 
annually... Production in 1970 will double that of 1959. 


More tractors | ane -t - 


While in the period between 1952 and 1959 Cuba only 
imported 14 115 tractors, the number imported from 
1960 to 1967 rose to 36 971 units, with which 70% of 
the cultivated land can be worked. 


More cement 


Ten years ago --before the triumph of the Rebellion-—-. 


cement production in Cuba did not exceed 735 thousand metric 


tons annually. In 1970 --together with the ten million 
metric tons of sugar-- close to two million metric tons 
will be produced, which will allow for an extraodinary 
boost in construction throughout the country. 
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During 1969 one thousand million: cubic meters of water 
will be available to Cuban agriculture, with. which 300 
thousand hectares of crops will be able to be irrigated. 
Fifty percent of the irrigation will be supplied by dams 
and reservoirs and the rest by Seer ranene waters. 
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ASIA: A CONTINENT IN ERUPTION 


By Armando Lépez Junco of Prensa Latina 

fi ; 's ; 
Vietnam, on whom the eyes of the world are fixed as a result of 
her people's tenacious and heroic struggle for liberation, tends 

to overshadow other theaters of popular struggle in Asia, where, 
nevertheless, confrontations with imperialisn, particularly that. 
of the U.S., appear to have reached stages presaging final victory. 


For the revolutionary struggle in Vietnam, the year 1969 has 
represented a piling up of victories on three fronts, that of the 
a of political combat and of diplomatic success. 


The battlefields, the. jungles, plateaus and the delta of the South 
-Vietnamese Mekong, saw the collapse of the "search and destruction" 
strategy propounded'by General Westmoreland, whose ‘chimerical:; purpose 
was to destroy the enemy, the South Vietnamese Peoples Liberation 
Armed Forces, and occupy the liberated territories: 


Abrams, Westmoreland's substitute, tried a new strategy, one of 
"retaining and mopping up", which consisted in digging in the _ 
heavily fortified military enclaves and clearing the —— 

zones with occasional mopping up operations. 


But this strategy also failed, and in the end, more than half 

@ million U.S. soldiers and an even greater number of Saigon 
regime troops and those of satellites who had collaborated with 
the U.S. in the Vietnam aggression, found themselves besieged 

in their own burrows, With PLAF artillery and infantry pounding: ~ 
them with increasing insistence in a war of attrition which has 
ended up by riddling the internal U.S. front, confronting 
President Richard Nixon,. now less than a year in power, with the 
greatest mass rebellion the U.S. has known in all its history. 


A reflection of this situation is the progress of the Vietnamese 
patriots in structuring the organizations of popular power, 
which has been crowned by the constitution of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of Sauth Vietnam. A counterpart is 

the disintegration of the Saigon regime,. which threatens to 
leave the U.S. imperialists mocked-up palace completely 

without foundation. . 


= ee ee ee J 


Another reflection is the critical situation of the U.S. 
representation at the Paris Four-way Conference, where 
Washington expected to accomplish a "convenient agreement" 
-read a partial surrender by the Vietnamese of their objectives 
of total independence and sovereignty in exchange for an end 

to aggression- and has met instead a constant denunciation of 
imperialist aggression and crimes and a revolutionary 
intransigence which demands, as a non-negotiable condition 

for peace, the total and unconditional withdrawal of all 

U.S., as well as all satellite troops from Vietnam. 


Laos, geographical abdetitie of Vietnam and equally an irtecd 
of imperialist greed, has also given Washington an equally 
black mark for this year. 


The soulnebeiiiedes launched by the Laotian Peoples Army of | 
Liberation, which culminated with the liberation of Muong Suoi, 
administrative.seat of Souvanna Phouma's government, located | - 
only 100 miles from Vientiane, is one indicator of progress in 

the patriotic struggle. : 


This and similar feats were achieved’ despite Washington's 
‘maintenance in Laos, a country of scarcely three million 
inhabitants, of an army of 12 thousand "military advisors", 
1,200 of them "green berets" of the "Special Forces", corps 
created for the repression of liberation movements, as is only 
too well known. | 


In 1969, moreover, the Liberation Army and the people of Laos! 
liberated zones had brought down by late October a total of 
1,170 U.S. planes attacking their territory. 


Thailand, in addition to its being a fertile field for 

productive U.S. investments (informed sources indicate that 

the U.S. received 20 percent annual profits ‘between 1954 and 
1964), serves also as a rearguard base for the Vietnam aggression. 


But in Thailand,. too, armed struggle headed up by the Thai 
Patriotic Front, has been making it hot for the imperialists, 

“who since 1962, have increased their military power on Thai 
territory from 15 thousand to more than 45 thousand U.S. soldiers. 


The Thai popular forces are engaged in combat in 31 of 71 provinces 
of that country. Guerrillas are spreading over the North, the 
Northeast and the South, threatening to flow over into the 

central provinces. a 
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Beginning with the foundation, in_1964, of the Thailand Independence 
‘Movement, continuing through the constitution of the Patriotic 
Front and early acts of warfare carried out by the popular 

forces directed by the Communist Party of Thailand in August, — 
1965, and proceeding down to January 1968, when the foundation 

of Thailand's Peoples Liberation Army was proclaimed and its 
Supreme Command set up, there has been building up a revolutionary 


‘unity capable of guaranteeing final victory. 


Armed guerrilla warfare has also extended to the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Burma and Indonesia, while in other Asiatic countries, 
among them Japan, the popular struggle ‘against imperialism grows 
vigorously, assuming diverse forms but motivated by a single 
purpose. 


In the ilippines,: the former "National Anti-Japanese Army", 
mt known internationally as the "Huks", which 
folowing its decisive contribution to the dapanese defeat, went 
on to oppose the Manila regime reinstated and backed by 
Washington, arose with renewed strength in 1966. 


A -recent account appearing inthe "Geneva Daily" a that 
the "Huks" extend principally through four North Manila 
provinces, namely Bulacan, New Ecija, Pambanga and Tarlac, 
controlling a region which takes in the towns of Los Angeles, 
Arayat, Candaba, Mexico, San Luis, San Simon and Apalit, plus 
120 small villages.’ In the midst of this zone is found the 


U.S. Clark Air Force Base. 
"The Huks", recently stated Senator Manahan, President of the 


Defense and National Security Committee of the Phillippine 
senate, "have created an invisible government and are active © 
in the territories under their influence." 


In Japan the anti-imperialist movement takes three fundamental 

forms: the fight. against extension of the so-called U.S.- 

Japanese Security Treaty; the struggle of student masses for 

ep rights and revindications, and a powerful movement known 
s. "Beheirem", whose nucleus is the Comms 99 against U.S. 

pa ort on Vietnam. 


- Great and spirited popular demonstrations defy the efforts 


of the repressive corps in order to demand, that U.S. nuclear 
submarines cease coming to Japanese ports; popular clamor for 
the return of Okinawa to Japanese hands is growing, and the 
eritire student-worker movement is gradually avvesaeng higher 
and higher levels. | 
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It is impossible to conclude this brief review of revolutionary 
struggle in Asia during the past year. without making mention of 
the swelling liberation movement in South Korea, occupied by 
the United preanes under the flag of the United Nations. 


Here, side by nadie wite the vigorous student movement which 
forced the tyrant Park Chung Hi to resort to the most savage 
repression when maneuvering to keep permanently the power he 
enjoys with Yankee backing, the guerrilla movement is growaéng 
daily, according to constant news releases. | 


Meanwhile, in the North the Korean people, under the direction 
of Prime Minister Kim Il Sung, are getting ready to repel any 
aggression which may come from U.S. imperialists, whom they have 
already defeated once, and also to offer their brothers in 

the South resolute backing in the fight for the total liberation 


of Korea. 


‘Ever since socialism unfurled its flags in Asia twenty years 
ago, with the insurgent victory of the Chinese Revolution and 
: the birth of the Peoples Republic; conditions have been 
maturing. The heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people has 
been, beyond any doubt, a powerful motor force and a shining 
example, and today the Asiatic: scene resembles a volcano in 
eruption whose reverberations will finally make an end of 
imperialist ambitions on the Continent. _ 
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Cd GL 2s: 3.2 +S we OSI PLS LAS 
BE WARNED | 


By Luis Carrera, Prensa Latina Correspondent 
, ‘ { 


President Frei detained a coup d'etat which had never existed 

when, at 4:45 a.m. on October 22, the general of the rebel 

brigade, Roberto Viaux Marambio, laid down his arms. At that | 
moment he enjoyed control of the Republic’ s major military | ! 
units. | 


pee an attitude practically unique,on the Latin 
American scene, stimulated, cultivated and brought off.a | 
military movement purely of a collective bargaining nature, 
which consisted in demanding solutions for army problems 
which had been dragging along for years and which a-formal 
agreement between the government and the superior command 
made in 1968 had promised to resolve. , 


In the heat of the conflict between the army and the | 
government, certain officials, acting on their own, spoke 

of taking power,. but Viaux held firm in his stance oriented, 
above all, to a cleaning up in the military ranks, which were 
weakened by the low prestige of the army's ‘general staff and 
demoralized because of the salaries paid to the petty officers 
and the officers, the lowest in the country. 


A proclamation, unknown to Chilean public Opinion because of 
the absolute control of information, made the rebel group's 
thinking quite clear. This proclamation, to which articles 
were added, made for the solution of the dramatic civil- 
military impasse. | 


The proclamation was addressed "to public opinion", and was 
a response to official government bulletins which spoke 
incessantly of the military appetite for power. 


' The document stated: "li= The action undertaken this 
7 morning by the various units of the Santiago garrison was related 
- specifically to military-professional matters. 2.- We 

expressly affirm our absolute loyalty to His Excellency, the 
President of the Republic. 3.- We wish to make it clear that 
we are unrelated to any political party, nor are we trying to 
Change or to attack the fundamental institutions of the 
Republic nor its constituted powers.‘ 4.—- It has never 
occurred to us to go against the guilds, unions or any other. 
organizations. of our people,. because the Army is the people 
themselves. 5.- What we want is to return later to 
normalcy so that we may continue with our professional 

labors with dignity. 6.- We repeat indefatigably and 
serenely to the people of Chile that our action relates 
entirely to matters internal to the institution and is not 
directed againet anybody, and we therefore ask that the 

quiet confidence which has always noose deposited in the 
country's army be sustained". | 


At the moment when the proclamation was being 

broadcast only by the loudspeakers of the "Tacna" 

regiment, which the rebel group had made its headquarters, 

seven of Santiago's ten military units had joined the 
movement and the remaining three had promised not to 

intervene in the conflict. ‘Brom Concepcién it was 

reported that three regiments had cast their lot with 

Viaux and in Antofagasta all twelve regiments of the 

first division remained constant to their commander-in- 

chief, who was, of course, Viaux. 


Envoys making constant sallies from the “Tacna" regiment | 
in order to sound out undecided units; returned: to 

Viaux' general headquarters with reports confirming 

that the majority of the officers and petty officers 
backed the man who had risked himself in behalf of 

their salaries. 


Among the troops it was evident that this kind of 

union secretary-general represented their aspirations, 
which are little different from those of millions of their 
compatriots caught in the profound economic crisis which 
is working havoc in the country. 
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The commanders-in-chief of the Air Force and the Navy 

did not join the movement headed up by Viaux, ébut they 
refrained from action at all times. Three units of the Air 
Force promised moral support. | 


bomb 1 R26 2¢6F 


oe Minister Tulio Marambio asked the Air Force chief 
to bomb the "Tacna" regiment. General Errézuriz, sullenly 
replied that his pilots-did not know how to set their sites 
on a residential sector and therefore the action would not: 
be carried out. The militarized police, attached to the 
Ministry of the Interior but also under consideration in 


the question of salary rises, adopted a policy. of "doing 
repose A few days before the crucial 21st, seven 

police ficials had been arrested for refusing to accept 

an emergency loan ceded by the Ministry of Finance in a last 
--and sorry-- attempt to detain the angry desire for 
collective bargaining rampant in the armed forces and the 


= 


militarized police. ! | « 


The measly government "loan" impressed men who had been 

' defrauded for more than a year as an insult. Moreover, the 
Minister of Defense, General Marambio, had told them that 
he was willing to risk his uniform and his medals if a 
solution to this economic drama were not found within 
ninety days, counting from May 1, 1968. 


But neither Marambio nor the commander-in-chief of the 

Army nor its general staff put their uniforms or their 
medals on the line in solidarity with their comrades. 

On the contrary, on the orders of Finance Minister Andrés 
Zaldivar, they quashed any possibility of a solid ‘economic 
arrangement. , : 


Thus the higher eschelons were in grave discredit with 
the other officers, who spoke scornfully of them and 

instigated an inyestigation which proved that Marambio 
owed money to an army unit and that Castillo had dipped 
into the army's funds to buy a house costing almost 50 
thousand dollars for a favorite nephew, which was made 


over to the commander-in-chief at the very time when, - 
according to General Viaux, the army ,owing "to the low 
allotments assigned to the, institution in the budget 

and also because it did Mes receive the means to which 
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it legally was entitled, found itself in criminal crisis as 
to war material and also poorly attired". 


When Genéral Viaux returned to Santiago from Antofagasta on 
the afternoon of the 20th; a Monday, he did not go to the 


Ministry of Defense to explain recent events in the Northern 


garrisons where he is commander-in-chief and where the 
military protest had been most heated. He went instead to 
the home of his mother, widow of a general, and the young 
officers of the "Tacna" regiment went there to see. him the 
following morning with the following suggestion: "General, 
our unit is at your orders. All of our officers are your 
followers. Why don't you go over there and take over the 
whole thing". Viaux, escorted by a small detachment of 
lieutenants and captains, heavily armed, started off for | 
"Tacna", and from that moment on it became the general : 
headquarters of the protest or what in civil terms might 
be termed the "Strike Committee Headquarters". 


Almost two hundred officers from various military garrisons 
in the capital went to "Tacna" ‘to give Viaux assurance 

of their complete adherence. Séme of these officers 
stayed with the regiment and others went off to their 
respective units to “enlist them on the side of the 
movement which was now underway. 


The government had followed the protest movement's — 
development, but it was not until 10 a.m. on the 21st 
that it informed the citizenry that "a group of officers", 
had pre-empted the "Tacna" regiment and that the country 
was faced by an uprising that the regime “would repress 
forthwith". From this time on the situation became 
confused and contradictory. Official reports did not 
jibe with what newsmen, who had free access to the 
besieged garrison, learned from their contacts with . 

the officers. The ‘government said that the "Buin" 
regiment, a powerful infantry unit, had surrounded the 
"Tacna" regiment and that. the armed forces had. sworn 
their loyalty to the "legally constituted. regime". 


The "Buin" had, in fact, surrounded the "Tacna" but 
without any intention of firing. Its own officers, 
in the last analysis, were just as interested as were 
the besieged in salary increases and in getting new 
equipment for the army. Officers of the two units 


-fraternized freely. Viaux was virtually the 


commander-in-chief of these two army contingents and_ 
of another five stationed in Santiago. 


the poi it ical parti es 
The political parties, almost without exception, 
scurried about the task of showing their "repudiation 


of the military coup". Leading figures of the political 


ee visits to the President of the Republic to 
rances of their adhesion to the constitution 
and the laws, and milling about in the corridors of 

the presidential palace were representatives of the 
communist, radical and national (ultrarightist) .parties. 


give 


Only the Socialist Party, which rejected any parley with the 


chief executive, was missing. 


Official bulletins directed to the ten million Chileans 


called for a show of. support for the government. At 
noon, some four thousand persons had gathered in front 
of La Moneda, bearing a few posters and showing a spirit 
rather more of expectation than of resolution. 


The Consolidated Council of Trade Unions (CUT) hastened to 
call a general strike and stated that a great mass rally 


woutd be held that afternoon some place in Santiago. Ten 


thousand appeared for the meeting and* the work stoppage, 
set for the wee hours of the 27th, partly paralyzed public 
5 eaaeataiol the textile factories, the metal-working 
industries, @ good part of commerce, the major copper’ 
mines, sections of the state railroads, etc. 


The "military coup" was condemned and this "seditious 
attempt" was attributed to the right (National Party). 
The "mummies" (ultra-reaction) are responsible for the 
military uprising, stated the leaders. “The people of 
Chile will say ‘No!' to the gorillas". 
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At "Tacna", General Viaux, in the course of three press 
conferences attended by dozens of newsmen, stated: ‘We 
do not want to take power", "Our movement is exclusively 
military", "We reapect the constitution and the laws", 
"We are not makers of coups". | 


Diverse political leaders went to Viaux' general. 
headquarters to sound out his political thinking and 

to offer themselves as "mediators". Patricio Silva, a 
Christian Democratic doctor who’ has served in the armed 
forces and is at present serving as Undersecretary in the 
Ministry of Health, was one of the most successful of 
these free-lance "mediators", along with the officialist 
general, Alfredo Mahn, Military Chief of the city of 
Santiago. 


It did not take the "mediators" long to realize that this 
was a "collective bargaining" movement. They also realized 
that Viaux and his men would not abandon their position so 
long as a comprehensive solution was not found to the 
veritable "spate of petitions" sent to President Frei by 
the high-ranking military chief. | 


Last October 23 the newsmen who had conversed with dozens 
of officers arrived at the same conclusion. 


»* 


Throughout the nation, however, the Government 
communications network and the political parties in their 
declarations insisted on the "gorilla" character of the 
movement and the need for the masses to take to =e streets 
in order to "stop the coup". 


Frei's government, paradoxically, began to find in the 

_ CUT and the political parties the support which it had 
previously lacked absolutely. The radio-television 
network devoted ample time to the proposals of the Trade 
Union Council, which has been his constant critic ever . 
since Frei took over the reins of government. 


By after midnight on Wednesday everything seemed to be 
decided. Viaux had turned the command of the "Tacna" 
regiment over to "mediator" General Alfredo Mahn. The 
Government spread the news that. yet another "victory" 
for. democracy had been brought about and that the 
defenders of constitutionality, including the armed © 
forces, had been the majority supporting the government. 
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The- newspapers, subject to confiscation and information 
control ever since the state of siege had been declared 
‘throughout the country, announced that General Viaux and 
40 other army officers "had been detained". 


Viaux, however,- received the newsmen at the home of his 
mother on the morning of the 22nd -and made revealing 
clarifications which could not be divulged by the radio. 
stations but which appeared in some newspapers on the 
23rd, among them "El Siglo" and "Clarin". 


‘The politic-military crisis, which had’ been considered 
entirely liquidated with the replacement of the 
controversial Marambio in the Ministry of Defense by 
engineén Sergio Ossa Pretot, a Christian Democrat, again 
i Wt on’ the 23rd when extraofficial reports began 
circulating regarding a new uprising of motorized divisions 
in the North and pronouncements were made by powerful 
regiments in the South, whose officers saw no evidence 

that the agreements between the government and the, army 

made on the 21st and 22nd had been implemented. 


The most important agreements were the following: 1. That 
the ‘Minister of Defense be unseated and that the new 
vecretary of State proceed, in short order, to a- 
reorganization of the hicher echelons of the army in a 
maximum period of five days, including General Sergio 
Castillo Aranguiz, Army Commander-in-Chief in this. 2. 
That a solid financial increase. be considered for the armed 
forces, one much superior to that which the Minister. of 
Finance and the upper army echelons had been quibbling 
over 3. That the army be equipped with modern materials. 
4. That the officers implicated in the military 
pronouncement not be sanctioned, except in the type of 
process which could be defined as an "administrative 
summary". | | . 


There were also-.certain secret accords, one of which 
dictated that it be "mediator" General Alfredo Mahn who. 
should act as judge in the hearings so that they might 
effectively become simple "summaries". 


®: 


The evening paper "La Tarde", pro-government, however, printed 
an interview with Dr. Patricio Rojas, Minister of the Interior, 
in which*he denied that the Government had come to terms with 
General Viaux: "It is untrue that there has been any 
settlement or agreement with Viaux", he Geclared, thus 

setting the situation, in good part, back to its status of 

the previous Friday when Viaux.went to Antofagasta and the 
officers there put themselves unconditionally at his orders. 


Although the crisis had been overcome by a defeat for the 
Government, it now began to reform. President Frei, 
controlling public information with an iron hand, tried 
to make a-catastrophe look like a victory, playing a card 
which he could not really back up, the pretended support 
of the armed forces, who, in fact, were largely ‘behind 
General Viaux. 


General Viaux, having taken leave of his men at "Tacna" 
the morning of the 22nd, with all the military cards in 
his hand, with the adherence of the officers and petty 
‘officers, with complete regiments ready to do his bidding, 
with the moral.or: practical solidarity of the other | 
branches of the armed forces, went off to the house of. 
his mother trusting in the "pact". For political pundit 
Patricio Rojas there was no such "pact". | . 


But the victorious. general, who had left in perfect 
liberty to culminate his career with retirement from the 
Army and with the prestige of having risked himself for 
his men, turned up under-arrest and incommunicado in the 
military hospital. Newsmen were no longer able to 

contact him. And the Government began to play with fire 
again. Frei's victory was really confined to the national 
radio network and had no backing whatsoever in military 
power, since no such forces would have been willing to 
clash with the thousands of officers, petty officers and 
conscripts ( for a year's military service) who had jointed 
Viaux and recognized him as their leader. 


, 
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And 80, peculiarly endabii: things were right Back where they 
started. - However, the military opportunely. called the 

government's attention to the matter with a warning that if | 
it should continue issuing such false reports, General Viaux 


and his men would again resort to an uprising. The government 
thus found itself forced to declare liberty of expression and 
so what had been a ‘defeat became also a catastrophe for ‘the 


Frei Administration in the eyes of the public. 
the week's lesson 


The military movement has been a lesson for everybody in 
Chile. In a certain sense the myth that "there could 

ve coup d'etat" in that country began to fall 

apart. eneral Viaux was a genuine "bargaining" man; but 
certain of his subordinates (still a minority } were not. roe 
These realized how much power they had. They succeeded | 


in "becoming aware" of their possibilities as makers of 


military coups, as certain fashionable Christian Democrat 
sociologists might say. Se, ; 

Up to now the Chilean Army "was not given to deliberating". 
The attempted coup of. 1939, the last of any import in the 


country's history, is spoken of as something long ago and 


far away. But from now on the Army and the armed forces in 


general have become a POLS ELeRe force to be reckoned with 


in Chile. 


Left@st anther fighting to gain power through elections | 
have received a serious warning from the Army's actions. 
The truism that "might is right" has been brought home to 
them. And in other quarters, the "non-deliberating" 
military have tried their luck and found ‘it good. The 
political people had to go looking for Viaux in his own 
general headquarters, as though the "Tacna" regiment had 
become a new presidential. palace. | | 


Civilians passed among the highly polished machineguns, 
uneasily conscious of the power which emanated from them. 
Newsmen had to interview: and photograph the head of the 
"SEERA SOSUE" rebellion, and his face appeared in all the 


2 


 ~papers. And Viaux himself ~-will he be able ito maintain his 
stance as "union secretary-general’ forever? 


It is almost certain that this "light coup" which — 
hit Chile will never’ be repeated. | 7 

The next one seems destined to be quite different ana: more 
in keeping with the "norms" which prevail on the continent. 


Chile has turned over a page in her history. She is 
beginning to look like a real Latin American country. 
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: PALESTIN.E RESURRECTION: 
: By eNeB fe Ortega of Prensa Latina 


Among Arab historians, June 1967 will be remembered as the month 

‘of definition; And the first force to give a full definition of 
itself, after twenty years of serving as a victim of deceptions 
and demagogic treatment, was Palestine. ' 


The first definition began to be observed shortly after the 
seg acquired a-clearly distinctive form early in 1969. 


The Palestinians, since the first Arab- Israeli war of 1948, had 
lived in such a nightmare as to make awakening the more 
terrible. They had been ground down by politicians and 
international legal and aid-organizations, all of whom 
reiterated that they were pariahs without any rights of appeal, 
that their refugee status condemned them to begging from others. 
Entire, groupings among this dispossessed people began to adjust 
their attitudes in accordance with their status of "tolerated. 
beggars" in néighboring Arab states, where they were bedded 
down in refugee camps. There their lives and that of their 
children passed drearily along, broken by hunger and EEEBESS, 
toward an extinction characterized by humiliation. 


June was the month of resurrection for the spirit of 

ae Palestinian national dignity. Tottering old demagogues who had > 
| ; controlled Palestinian organizations for years, keeping them 
safely dazed, such men as Ahmed Shukairy, who. until 1963 was 
Minister of State and Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia 
in the UN, were tossed onto the scrap heap. 


| Shukairy, along +s other politicians of the same stripe, 
meanly exploited people’ ‘s aspirations to repatriation for his 
own benefit and that of a small -circle of leeches about hin, 
until the violent shake-up of the last war precipitated their 
‘rotting carcasses from the political tree. 


Shukairy was forced to resign from the Presidency of the — 
Organization for Palestinian Liberation on December 24, 1967. 


From that time on the flowering of a very positive tendency 
has been in. evidence among Palestinian organizations: a sober 
enthusiasm in the direction of unity, PREnEoleee: of 
ideological differences. 
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In a leaflet published by Israeli intelligence and annotated. in 
part by the director‘of "Al-Ahram", Heikel, it was emphasized 
that before the June war there had been approximately seventy 
Palestinian "terrorist" organizations. This figure, apart from 
the fact that it was somewhat exaggerated, minimized the degree 
of opposition existing against Zionist occupation. 


‘But it was not until February, 1969 that efforts toward unity 
showed solid results. 


During that month the principal resistance organizations met in 
Cairo --with the exception of the Popular Front for the Palestine 
Struggle-- and one after another allied themselves with the 
Organization of Palestinian Liberation, thus effecting a 
remarkable transformation. Yasser Arafat was elected speslcent. 


The platform adopted was a genuine triumph for the really 
honest patriotic elements and a resounding defeat for those who 
pursued the continuance of the "Palestinian struggle" as an | 
instrument of personal profit and for currying political favor 

/ among moderate and reactionary Arab states. Some of the points 
agreed upon were the following: armed struggle as the only road 
to liberation and the rejection of all political solutions. 


Before June, the armed struggle was directed exclusively toward 
political gains, and with great frequency even these were 
spurious. But with the third disillusionment in twenty years 
an irreversible change took place. The military confrontation 
itself came to the fore. Its means of action coincide with its 
ends, namely the destruction of the State of Israel as a power 
structure at the service of Zionism and imperialism; the 
growing up in Palestine of a multiracial, multidenominational 
state, and the peaceful coexistence of indigenous Jewish and 
Arab groups. | : 


The establishment of an antithesis between the military and the 
political suggested a subsequent coordination of the military 
strategy to be pursued and also made necessary the formation 
of a Commando for the Palestinian Laie struggle, which event 


took place a month later. 


The efforts toward unity, sketched out thus in ee and 
March, went on without interruption. They culminated on 
September 21 with the adhesion of the "Popular Front for the 
Palestine Struggle" to the Palestinian Central Commando. 
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The PFPS thus became the sixth resistance organization to 
integrate itself, conserving its ideological independence. 
Among the others are Al Assifa (the armed branch of Al Fatah), 
Al Saika, the Popular Forces of Liberation, the Peoples Army 
of Liberation and the Democratic Popular Front of Liberation 
of Palestine. 


The process of organization and the structuring of these 
organizations, far from slowing down military impetus, helped 
to move it along. Actions ceased to be limited to occupied 
territories after June 1967. They now extended to regions | 
occupief during the conflicts of 1948 and 1956. 


This revival of combat spirit was given a program in a meeting 


-of the Palestinian National Council, held in Cairo on October 3 0 


It was to "bring the people’‘s total war to the very heart of 
the occupied: territories." <= | 


The thesis was clear. Not only to harass the aggressor 
through infiltration operations from neighboring Arab 
territories, returning to base camp ‘once the military mission 
had been performed, but also to- pass to a superior phase, 
namely the creation of permanent bases for FESO TEReS in 
occupied territories themselves. 


The batedttucan: ‘vanguard had already assimilated old and 


worthwhile experiences and understood the imperative need 


to unite the flood forces of Palestine, since the meanderings 
of isolated elements would never have sufficed to accumulate. 
the necessary forces to confront Israel and whatever other 
forces in the Arab world "which persisted in restricting 


-Oor liquidating their identity." 


The provocations, persecutions and repeated attempts at 
extermination which’ the Palestinian movement in Lebanon has © 
suffered 18 one proof of this battle on two fronts. 


During the Lebanese — crisis, Palestinian Commandoes | 

had to fight simultaneously against Israeli punitive incursions, 
on the one hand, and the Lebanese. security forces which were ~ 
trying to dislodge them from their encampments in the South 

of that country, on the other. | | 


O 
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This situation was made known by the "Voice of the Tempest", 
Al Fatah vadio. program transmitted from Cairo, as follows: 
"The Lebanese Army is associated with the British and U.S. 
intelligence services in a conspiracy against the Palestinian ‘ 


~ 


Revolution." 


Ribih Salah, representative of the Palestinian movement in ° 
Algiers, analyzed the scheme in these terms:. "The present 
crisis is a try-out to see if the Palestinian Revolution is 
able to resist this blow. If we do not offer resistance, the 
next step will be jordan. © 


This situation of skirmishing on the front and inapeanity in | 

the rearguard shows that the Palestinian cause not only 

represents a true challenge to Israel, but also that the moral 
drive of its example, which serves as a lesson, is a radicalizing 
element among the Arab masses who also live under the hell. of 
oppressive regimes, even though these are not foreign ones. ans 


Among the innumerable events which have occurred in the two 

and a half years since the June war, the irreversible development 
of the Palestinian war of liberation is that which most | 
represents the qualitative changes in the area. — et 


On other fronts, the positions of opponents have scarcely 
altered since the end of the war, between Israel and the Arab 
states on Golan Heights, all along the Suez Canal and in 
Trans-Jordan, But truly, only the subterranean current of 
Palestine is eating away at the Zionist pillars of the Israeli 
State and at the same time feeding the revolutionary 

awareness of the Arab peoples on the periphery. 
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In Chad, the FROLINA occupies the nontherh region, almost 
a quarter of the. country. The present impasse between 
‘revolutionary and governmental forces has been maintained 
- only thanks to the permanent change of troops from the 
Foreign Legion' s Expeditionary Corps and French 
paratroopers stationed in Chad, and the constant 
reinforcements sent from France this year. 


The Liberation Front of Eritrea has ‘tried to call the 

attention of woraa opinion tor the forgotten struggle 

it is carrying. out to obtain the independence of Ethiopia. 
. Wi that objective, two airplanes of the "Ethiopian 

Airlines" were damaged in March and June, on land. “A 

‘Douglas DC-6 belonging. to the same Company ,. was deflected | 

from its route on September 13. R 


These actions, pheother with attacks on Ethiopian embassies, 
sabotage to public buildings in Addis Abeba; are part of 
aid Eritrean people's i cel for sea pEnionts. 


ms twden.t rebellion 
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_ At the beginning of this year, student rebellions extended 


*hrough Equatorial. Afrida and Congo Kinshasa, whith in © 
some cases, as in Senegal, provoked a constitutional 
reform. Ethiopia, Senegal, Ivory Coast, Mali, Congo (K) | 
are the countries where this youthful rebelliousness has - 
eeea felt with most Eee 


In ‘Ethiopia students rose up against the anachronism of 
Haile Selassie’s feudal power which maintains the country 
in tremendous backwardness. A chain of demonstrations 
initiated in March protesting administrative. corruption 
and the government's extravagance, . shook Addis Abeba, the 


capital, and demanded the expulsion of professors belonging 


fo the U.S “Peace Corps". Numerous Ethiopian students 
abroad immediately joined in solidarity with their comrades 
and attacked their countries': embassies in Washington, 
Stockholn, Paris and Moscow. 


From then on student protests have been turned into the 


ruie.of life of Ethiopian education. Their demands ‘go : 
much further than simple reforms in education and put in 
doubt the very feudal structure of the regime. 
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In other countfies the spine rebellion, resembling 

somewhat the "Prench May", always began with small 

academic demands, and like in Ethiopia, - quickly became a re 
denouncement of the reigning system of government. In some 

Cases, such as in Congo -(K) repression reached unsuspected 

‘levels. In a police and student clash, the repressive forces P 
‘killed forty demonstrators. | ie : | g 


Students affirm that after attaining independence, their a 4 Rs 
countries not only have not been freed from colonial yoke, . : 
but every day are the more subjected to and dependent on 
their past and present colonizers by new mechanisms of 
domination put into practice through neocolonialisnm. 


True independence, they point out, is not the formal 
declaration obtained by the ex-colony. They affirm, that 

it is necessary to fight for authentic economic, political 

and military independence from the industrialized 

metropolis, and to undertake ways of revolutionary development 
which in the future can satisfy the aspirations of the 

African peoples. | 
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This year Sudan and Libya have decidedly committed 
themselves to follow those ways of self-development. 
Together with other countries on the African Continent 
struggling to emerge from secular backwardness inherited 
from the long colonial stage by way of socialism, like 
Algeria, Congo-Brazzaville and Tanzania, they constitute 
the most exemplary of Africa, including the firm struggle 
carried out by patriots.of the territories under colonial 
domination. Z | 


‘On May 25 a group of young officers headed by Colonel 
Jaafar el Numeiry overthrew the regime of Ismail El : 
Azhari and his Prime Minister Mohamed Maghous in Sudan... > . } 


In similar circumstances, on September 1, another group 
of young officers deposed the ancient monarchy of King 
Idriss in Libya. As head of government is Colonel Maamar 
El Khadafy, President of a Revolutionary Council integrated 
principally by officers whose age average is no more than 
28 years. ; 


